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The Alers -a scouts 

By Sgt. GEORG N. MEYERS 
YANK Stoff Correspondent' 

H EA.DQUARTERS, At.ASKAN OtPARTMt.N"'t-Y ou 
can't bring the war lh the Aleutians into o 
bull session up here without tomeone men­

tioning· the Alaska Scouts. But that's not hard 
to explain. They led the way. 

Any yardbird in the Aleutian Chain will tell 
you that on the four biggest amphibious ope1·a­
tlons of the North Pac!Rc campaign - Adak, 
Amchitka, Attu and Kiska-it was the Scouts 
who, in darkness, first paddled ashore from sub­
marines Ot;' destroyers or troop trunsporls to stake 
out landing beaches and locnte the enemy. 

The Scouts are not supermen and they're not 
a band of bloodthirsty thugs who cat raw meat. 
They're especially adopted to their assignment, 
sure. But that's because most oC them arc sour­
dough trappers and miners and fishermen who 
know how to get around in Alaaka and on the 
Aleutian Chain. Several ot them are Eskimos. 
rndlans and Aleuts. A few more are old-line dog­
!aces with years of service ~t the Terrilor.)<$ old 
Chilkoot Barracks. Until shortly before the U. S. 
went to war, Chilkoot was the only permanent 
gan·ison in Alaska. II was really there that the 
\<le• for the Alaska Scouls was born. 

But the real organlzallon didn't come Into ex­
istence until Nov. 19, 1941 , a fe'A1 \\11tka before 
Pearl Harbor, at the head(luarters of what was 
then the Alaska Oe!ense Command. That mom-

ing Col. Lawrence Vincent Castner. ADC intel­
ligence chief, called a corporal and three pri­
vates into his office. Norton M. Olshauscn of Son 
Francisco, Calif., \Vas the corporal. The privates 
were James H. Radford, a stringy hillbilly from 
Tennessee; Donald 0 . Spaulding ol Rexburg, 
Idaho, and William B. (Sam) Bates ol Ogden, 
Utah,. t\vo of them pre-"var veterans of CotTegi- • 
dor. Everybody kne\v everybody else, because 
v.•hen Col. Castner had been a captain several 
years before, he was their CO down at Chilkoot. 

The colonel told them he'd gotten authoriui­
tion from Lt. Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner Jr., 
head man of ADC, to form an Alaska Coi:nbnt 
Intelligence DeUichment. "I've picked out you 
four for a starter/ ' he said. 

The colonel had also picked out the officer who 
was to tea¢h the men the meaning of combat in-· 
telligencc. This was a long-legged major-now 
lieutenant colonel-v.·ith a jaw l ike an anvil and 
a military career probably almost as spectacular 
as he himself mad" it out In tongue-in-cheek 
bull sessions. His name \Vas William J. Verbeck. 

"T really gav~ those boys hell," Lt. Col. Ver­
beck recalls. ·'Fifteen hours a day. Hardening 
marches through the. snow out in the '"roods. 
Sketching and map making. Day after doy or 
shooting every weapon a man can carry o\1er his 
shoulder or on hill back:· 

When war came, Col Costner got the nod to 
expand his Scouts to a platoon of 24 men and 
one officer. That original platoon was hand­
picked trom a collection or l'Uggedly indcp~ndent 
characters who probably would have been a pain 
In the chair-knuckle to the commander of any 
ordinary outfit. Most of them wonted no part of 
.'\rmy routine. But Col. Castner knc\v a 'vay to 
put the ir woodsrnnn's \Viles and hardy attach­
ment to the outdOOl'S to v ital n1\litary purpose. 

Finding the l'lgh\ omcel' was not so easy. He 
finally settled on Lt.-now Capt - Robert H. 
Thompson of Moccasin. Mont,. In brute strength 
Thompson \YDS, as rough o customer as the men 
he- \\'US to lead. and the colonel \Vas certain he 
could '''Ork \\•Jth the 

1 

platoon 'vithout sno,ving 
under th~ boslc Individualism which made U1em 
valuable. Today there Isn't a man among the 
Scouts who \\IOUldn't crawl on his stomach to 
hell with a sac.k of hand grenades ii Capt. 
Thompson or Lt. Earl C. Acuff suggested it. Lt. 
Acuff', '"ho hails trom Mosco"'· Idaho, \\'as as­
•igned to the platoon when it was expanded 
later to 66 men. 

By the time the Japs tried their snea.k into 
Outen Harbor. the Scouts had bffn split into 
small detachments and sent out as intelligence 
reporters to Kodiak, the Pribilofs, the secret 
bases at Cold Bay ond Umnak. and Dutch Har-



bor itself. From the brow of Ballyhoo Mountain 
at Dutch Harbur, Spaulding-no\\• a staff s0r­
gl'nn1- and his dela<hment observed tho Jap at­
tack on Dutch Harbor. Their reports on the raid­
ing ftights and the Japs· tactical maneuvers '"'ere 
called by Col. Castner ··cool. impanjaJ. correct 
and the best" r~1ved by AOC lntelligenCl'. 

THE Jn pf (c1nt ot Dutch Harbor "·as their lost 
advance to\vnrd North America. From then on 

the Ynn)<s wc1•e hcadt..-o.d \YC:St-\\•ith the Scouts 
leading the \\'ay. When we made one o( 1he 
most important decisions or the Alcutinn cnn\­
palgn. the decision lu tnko Adak and fortify It 
as :. main blJsc, tv.10 Scout de t.achnlcnts one 
undc1· Col. Custnt'r ai1d · the other under Tt Sgt. 
~Vond1·nw W, <Honk) Farrington, londed on the 
as lnnd ri·o n1 $Ubmarincs on the nights or 1-\ug. 27 
a nd 28, 19•2. Severa l d;1ys Jator !hoy dlrceted 
lhc occupnlion of Adak by blinker lights froni 
shol'c " 'Ith the help o r l\\'O Na\'y signaJn\Cn and a 
rndio1nan \\'ho vuluntcl'.'rt~d to go \vith Lhcn1. 

Bcrore the public ba~k hornc even knc'"• or 
the Adnk occupation. Ll. Col. Verbeck. Capt. 
Thompson. S1Sg1. Edgar M. Walker of Merced. 
CaliL. and Sgt. Joe KClly. an ex-miner and 
trucker rrom Fa1rb.;inks. Alaska. v.'ere already 
scouting the next stepping stone. Amchitka. n 
15-minutc Right by Zero rrom K i.o;ka. 

Nine Scouts and 30 volunteers from the In­
fantry \\'Cnl ahead· of the n1ain landinit: rorCCS 
a t A111chltka on Jan. 121 194·3. Und('r the very 
nose of the Jnps, und in the face of ;i rising 
storm thnt mod~ the undertaking h~zardous. the 
ad vance party sought out Lhc safest l:)(•tichhcJ-d. 
1~hcn, al' $oon us landing operations of 1hc n1nin 
rorce \\'C1'c in progress. the Scouts struck out 
ror the northern tip ur AnH:hitkn und established 
an 0P rrom v.•hich they could s~e the shores Or 
K.iska through breaks in the fog. A rev,.· days 
latc1·. \\1hen the J aps began daily attacks on Am­
chilkn. Scouts spottl·d thl" l'ncmY . srilplanl's al· 
most as soon as the-y lert their Kiska anchor:agc.. 

Seven months later rour Scouts. all Alaskans. 
\\'ere the first Yanks to set rocu on Kisk.a. They 
\\'t're Sgt. Clyde Peterson. a Sitka fisherman. and 
P\'ts. Stanley D•yo of Livengood. Chuck O'Leary 
of Nome. and Billy Buck. a half-Eskimo from 
the fishing ~·illage or King Co~ 

But in the months bet" •ccn. the Scouts had 
their toughest tlS$ignmcnt. It be-gan ' in a \'ell 
Qf fog thot made Holtz Bay on ... llu o blind · 
pas~u'lgC the nlorning or Pt1ay IL A spccin I rc­
connnls~nnrr group \vith comn1ando training had 
been picked to lend thl• 7th Division onto Attu. 
The Scout:t \Vere picked to lead the re.con gro'up. 

Capt. 'f'hornpsun. ~hen still a Ji()utcnant-. com ­
manded the biggest detachment of 25, which 
loaded into lw<> Hfggln.• boats with 10 days· ra­
tions:, radio equipment, hand .grenades. rull :tm­
nlunition belts tind extra bandoleers. Each Hig­
gins to\\1ed a string or smeller boats. called 
··plnst ic \\'halcbo:lts. .. A Ulousand yards rrom shore 
Lhc Scouts trorurerrcd into these noiseless boats 
and rowl'd through the fog toward Red Beacl• 

At lhc san1c time t\\10 other Scouts. Cpl George 
Bishop of .Fairbanks and Cpl Raymond F. Con­
rad of Dubois, Wyo .• \verc guiding' another patrol 
ushore at Scarlet Beach. Conrad had transferred 
into the Alaska Scouts only t\\'O weeks before 
and said: .. ('m only along (or lhc experience."' HC 
got his experience: later he also got a Sil\ler Stnr. 

On th1.• southern shelJ or Attu at r.fassact·c Bay 
still other putrols t>! Scouts \V('rc $lenling onto 
the narrow l'ltrlp or beach. One. b f the ftrst 
casualties of the bnllle was Sgt. Clyde Peters of 
Anchorage. Alnsku. Petcl's \Vas ttcco1npanylng 
Col. Ed\vnrd P. Earle, rcginlcntal cornmandea·, 
on a rc<;9nnni~snncc roray high on a ridge \Yhen 
th(! first shots nrcd by· the Jap defense enlrnppl•d 
lhcm. Col. Eurlc was killed by mortar fragments. 
Peter.s. \\lilh I J bullet \\iOunds. \\'as lugged to the 
beach by sweating medics, and the Scouts nc\!cr 
sa\\' hinl nl".ain. For months P ete \\•as carried on 
thl~ir book1 as "'k1llcd in action"' until fina11y 
one or the boys got a letter from him. mailed 
!ron1 ti hospital in California. . 

0\'01 on lhc Hoh• Bay side the day alll'r 
P ctors was woundl'd. the only Seoul killed in the 
Al~'~tian campuign \\•as shot down. He was Cpl. 
W1lhs ( Red) Cruden of Talkeetna, Alaska, nn 
old. scamnn \vho had been trapping .in the in­
tt:l'1~r ror scvcl'nl yenrs. ''He always snid.'' Cpl. 
Phi hp N. Kendrick of Nome recalls "that if he 
had his way about it. hc•d -ncvc;:r v~nture more· 
than ti hnlr-n1ih: fl'on1 the sc~ ag·aiti." He never 
dl<l. He w .. cut down on a mossy Altu slopo by 
" snlper·s bullet through tho heart ' 

Two . more Scouts, Cpl. Albert L. 
Cl'orn the &dlands o l South Dakota ond Pfc. 
Theron G. Anderson. once a rangC'r ut Mount 
Rainier National Park, \.\'ere given th~ $\VCCl 
task or guiding 50 inrantrymen over S3\.\'-t00thcd 
Sarana Ridge to \\•ipe out a $lrong Jap mach1ne­
gun emplacement. spoued from aerial photos. 
The>• disco,·cred that the J aps \\·ere also \\•ell 
fixed " 'ilh mortars capable of outdistancing ;any· 
1hing the Yanlu bad o n hand. The patrol"$ radio 
equipment "''ent sour, and the only 'A'OY they 
could gel word back to the CP was by sending 
the two Scouts, 

By this time the Japs had closed in behind 
them on the crest or the range. Together Ander­
son nnd Ltvorson skulked their way throul(h 
sno"" dO\fll deep ra\!incs slippery with moss nnd 
over rocks \vet by \Vatl?rfalls. When the Scouts 
\\'~l'C within si~t1i or the American lines. the J:•ps 
spo1 tcd them' and opened fire. . 

~rho shots roused the Yanks in the vol ley, and 
they t ul loose al the jagged sky line. Anderson 
and Levorson we.re sewed up in the cross-Arc 
for scve1·a1 hours. They finally mad~ 1he valley 
in dorkness. Th'e next m,orning artillery and mo­
chinc-gun bursts kept tbe Japs abo,·e the fog 
line busy. while Leverson scaled the sheer cheek 
or the mount.a.in again Lo t.ell the infantrymen to 
hold on and that help v.•as coming. 

On 1hc last day ol the battle Cpl. Conrad and 
Cpl. Edward R.. Bagby of Medfra. Aloska. were 
pacing a patrol ol lnfan~ry down the rocky slant 
of Chlcbag'of Ridge toward the beach. They were 
spread wide. gunning rar Jap stragglers not nl-
1·eady killed by their own grenades. 

"Our job was really finished." Conrad •uys. 
'"\Vo hod already located the enemy's general 
whereabouts for the Infantry. but Bagby ond I 
\\'Cnt along (or the hell of it:' 

ll turned out to be ..a smuJl .. scale massacre. 
"We almost stumbled over the first Jap we 

~nw. He- "'as wrapped ·UP in a blt'nkc t. When 
he heard us, he peeked at us rrom under the 
blanket. then covered up his head. He wouldn"t 
surrender and he \\'Ouldr.a•t fight. We shot at him 
a couple or limes. and arter he v.1as mortally 
wounded he pulled out a grenade and blew hini­
self lo pieces. A fragment of the gren:ide h it 
one o( the infantrymen in the finger. 

"A Jillie farther down we dumped some gre­
nades into n stovepipe that \\•as smoking over 
one of those hall-burned huts. Ammunition was 
stored there. After the .. xptosion it looked like n 
bomb hnd hit the place. We didn't slop lo count 
how mnn.y Japs had been hiding in there. 

"On u low mound within 100 yards or lhe 
bench we c11ught sight ol three more Japs nnd 
l\\10 others diving into 3 cave. The lnrnntryn,en 
went to work on ihis bunch. By this lime Sngby 
ond I were gelling interested. so we pulled nhcnd 

to sec ' what nexl. Th1'<Jugh his glos.scs Bagby 
d J ap cr.a\.\d ang toward n big boulder 

~:.'::~ua h~Uow behind it. Bagby pegged away a! 
him live or ..six Li.nl.Cs. and "''<.' so~ th~. Jap strug-

l the ground and On:.lly kill b1m5ell with 
g l" o-verd 1 53,,,. one ~tand up and start runntn1t a. grena e. 
toward lhe roCk. and I shot him 

··Bagby and I hl'ld a ht~I" conference. We'd 
~n pretty lucky in some tight spots up le! th~n. 

d ·~ di.drfl " •ant to stretch our Juck too thm. 
an \ k ' W d ' d ' ~ th We measured our chance,.-s. e 1 n l ogu~e ere. 
could be 1110rc t-han four or five J ops behind that 
rock. and it would b<> a hell ()( •. lot o f Cun to 
s rnokc 'cn1 out:' 

So. y11rd by ,ya rd. Co.n~nd and Bugby boga." 
their advance.. one s liding ~or,.vard .o.n hrs 
stvrniilch \Vhilc. the o ther l;iy in a poslt1on to 
covl'r him. On the way down the s lope they killed 
four Japs who peeked out to try to wke a shot 
at them. 

··\Ve guessed then thcr~ ~usl be at . least. one 
n1ore:· says ConC'ad ... but Jt .was g~ttrng r1Sky, 
Bagby decided to craw J back ?"d bring up ~me 
~rcnadcs. I pl01ycd possurn unlll he got baek. 

Fo r an hour and a half they \\".tUled for the ln­
fantry patrol to catch up with them. They cov­
e red the rock. and every time they decided Jl 
\o\'3.S safe tQ ad\·ancc. another bullet came ting1ng 
pa.st them. \Vhen they heard the: patrol coming 
behind the1n. they prepared to close 1n. 

"l had ne\•cr. th ro"'' " a ,_:-rcnndc in my life." 
Conrad admits. '"Personally, they Sc.ire the- \lt'ad ... 
di ng out of me. but I hated lo udmil lo Bagby l 
v.'aS a co,vard. So I Jct one go. I even hcJd it a 
(c \v secc.lnds after pulling the pin so it \vould ex· 
p lodc jus t right. It cleared the ruck by six inches." 

In a fe\v seco.nds a Jap cornc a·unning uut with 
his clothes on lire. He h•d been lying in plain 
s ight near the end ot the 1·ock and Conrad and 
Bagby thought he was dead. but the grf.'nade set 
dry grass afire around him und finally ·sci his 
cio·thes ablaze. At that m oment the first n13n in 
the Infantry patrol crawled into sight. .He drew 
:.• bead and shot do"rn the burning Jap. Then he 
m.ade the mistake the t\\'O Scouts had been mak­
ing. He thought lhal wa• the last of the Japs. 
He crept to the mouth of the hollow behind the 
rock and looked in. A Jap bullet kJllcd him. 

Conrad and Bagby continut•d to anc:h for\lo·ard. 
ond J ap rifles kept poking up over the edgl' to . 
lire on them. By lhe time the pntrol finally ar­
rived in Corce. they \\•ere close enough to sec into 
the ho1lo\v. There \Vere s till four live Japs . but 
Conrad and Bagby left th(•m for the patrol tn 
cxtc.1·nlinatc. T he t\vo Scout..s hud d1spoSl~d of 
e ight Japs in th<.• 90-minut<• pl) int · bhHlk duc: l. 
They. were awa,rded th., Silver St.or. 

B ETW&EN missions the Scouts 3S un ofganiza­
tion like nothing better than hitting the sack 

except hiking off into the hills for some fishing 
or shooting. It took a year before they moved 
Into a barracks building at their home station 
and then it was only because their '"'interized 
tents had been dismantled during their absence. 

On the !"arch they l'al belier than anyone in 
the Aleutians. They lug along their own sidl' 
meal for frying-g:re.ase and use a hip-pockl't 
stove lo c:ook up sourdough flapjacks and ham­
t>u,rg~rs fr~~ deliydrated bl'el. They carry all 
this 1n add,t100 to o rdered field equipment. 

On Attu ~er advanced unerringly on a ~·are­
ttouse conta:n1ng .a hundred cases oC 3ake, the 
potent Jap rice "·me. At Kiska they unearthed a 
cnchc of Svniory \vhisky, nnd \vhcn that \vas 
gone, they brought out. a supply of Jap bamboo 
gln from some"•ht,re. 

The biggest difTeren".e between the Scouts and 
other ,dogfac~ ts then· s..-icktime conversation. 
O nce 1n a whitc .. they \\'Ork ;iround to \VOmen, 
but ~ntr when the:y \\•Cary or their favorite to ic 
- \\•anding s!"ares to .trap blue fox. P 

The ranking NCO of the outfit, T ISg1. Far-
1 ington. probably has- more military serv'C., · 
Alaska lhan any enlisted man in !he Tl'r~t tn 

cx~pt ~·eteran members or the Alaska c;;,,ry_ 
1nun1cat1ons System. '"'ho arc praci· U A 
Pion F · · •ca Y laska eerg. atTmgton has 13 years In lh A • 
10 oC them tn Alaska. e rm>, 

Cu~~~ lhel ~ut.s . «>sent the nickMme ""Costner's 
roa Si "·h1ch so1neonc pinn("d on them 

rnorc than a year ago. Th~y ins ist thcv 'r . 
bunch o f P.eaC\'able guys who lll<c to b. \ ~tJUlst a 
:ind that not one of th e e a one 
Lt Col v b cm, 'PrClbab\y not even 
B~t ii · lh:~ ~c:PP~~ ~vc~ cut anybody's. throat. 
picl<cr who first dr 0 ump Into the prune­
phrase it m ·ght ,,_e•med up that color(u\ catch-

• 1 !"' another story. 



YOLE SPERRA, 16, minced no words ... They oro thv mos.I 
wondorful boys I ev•r SG•," sho soid. "'I love 'om nll, but 
one 1n particular I love tho most l"m going fo marry him." 

MARIA TROYSE, 19, onsworod. " Sarne too frtu1h, others 
not 10 bad Bad ono; oru bad because thoy poster girls too 
much bur all of them look pretty good to a g1rl like me.'" 

I 
I 

Lill CROVATO, 18, said. " Mamo mio, they ore oxcollent 
soldiet1 but they do gu1..1lo cognac! Papa smells their brcoth 
and onl'f lets me 90 out with the ones who o'c sobor. •• 

MARIA GEMITA, 19, said: " Amr:>ricono okey.doko., in 
every respect. Thay aro lovely and perfect gentlomon My 
boil boy friend has promisod m& loop fo r oftor tho war." 

YANK'S inquisitive photographer 

Sgt. George Aarons asked the 

DIANA SRESSY, 22, declared 1ho "liltod Americonos vory. 
very much because they do not act superior. One boy will 
iend me ticker to America after the war I think I marry him. " 

question of five 

Italian girls. Here 

are their answers. 
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AIR FORCE MECHANICS 
When they have to work without 
spare parts a nd e quipment n11ar the 
front, service squadron men like Sgt. 
Monley in Italy perform mirocles of 

mechonicol surgery every day. 

By Sgt. BURTT EVANS 

YANK Staff Correspondent 

A
H ADvAHC''CD AlR BAS~ ITALY-li the.re were 

anything secret about T/Sgt. Hukell Man­
ley. this base's ''general utilities" man . 

Crom Union . City, Tenn., he might be called 
America's secret weapon. 

the grease monkeys who probably got their ftrat 
experience t inkering with the old Model-Ton the 
Corm back home. 

There ts the case of T/Sgi. Joseph l. Disney, 
30 for six years an automobile mechanic in Groy, 
Ky. He recently got the Legion of Merit from 
the Fifteenth Air Force f!)• "outstanding services 
In designing; and. bunding original devices to In­
crease the efficiency and firepower of the 8 -26 
Marauder and simplify (be maintenance of guns 
and turrets." 

When a tail gunner complained that ammunl­
Lion belts were jamming his guns because wind 
resistance or the slipstr<0am stuck them in the 
chutes, Disney installed a tin plat". as a tiny in­
verted windshield beneath the tail in front of the 
chute vent. Later Disney· put in another booster 
motor at the e·nd of the long winding ammuni-

For the one great factor the Nazis ignored in 
launching this war of machines. or blitzkrieg 
tanks and super-bombers, was tbal the United 
siates is a nation of mechanics-a land w.here 
male babies teethe on Erector and Meccano sets, 
where every boy can run and repair an auto­
mobile before he's in his teens and · can often. 
pilot a plone before he's out of them. (He m.ay 
even be a lieutenant colonel in the AAF by then.) 

. tlon bell leading lo the tail guns, after the sun­
ner had discovered that tbe existing motora were 
not adequate. When operation of the sun takes 
up the slaclc in the belt. the additional motor Is 
turned on automatically. through a connection 
with a spring arrangement in the final roller be­
fore the bell enters the gun. 

He also designed a collapsible bore-sight stand 
and a bore-sight reftector for turret guns. By ln­
crcaaing the width of a hinge guiding the am­
munition, he prevented the shell rims from 
catching when they slipped over the lop of the 
narrow hinges. His citatior .. reads: "His method 
of ammullilion feed eliminates frequent mal­
runotions in the tail turret and greatly increases 
its e.trectiveness in combat." 

So it Is thol America's army of soldier-me­
chanics, armed sometimes with nothing more 
than bailing wire, an old two·-by-four and a 
piece of captured equipment the enemy has dis­
carded as junk, Is forging and repairing the com­
plicated weapons -that are knocking tbe Nul 
supermen back Into their bombed beer cellars. 

Take Sgt. Manley, a gaJ>&llng, slow-spoken 
small'";town boy who was one of a squadron of 
American mechanics that marched into this air 
base one ·c1r1u11ng night less tban eight hours 
alter the Germans had been driven out. The base 
was a shambles. What buildings NJ?lain_ed stand­
ing were wa.ist high in debris. smashed equip­
ment and airplane parts. 

The walls of the barracks in which the Ameri~ 
cans were temporarily quartered were covered 
with pictures of Hitler and Axis slogans. suoh. as 
the familiar. Fasclat "Believe, Obey, Fight." Sgt. 
Manley started to open a drawer to stow awa,y 
some of h \s equipment. If he, hajl continued to 
pull out tho drawer this story would end right 
here. Some Instinct stopped him. A hand gren­
ade was wired Inside lo form a most efficient 
booby trap. ' 

Later, In a chureb nearby, Sgt. Manley :law h.is 
buddy reach behind the altar for a ~Ible and get 
his hand blown oft 

But Sgt. Manley and lhe other member$ of 
this Twelfth Air Force Command squadron were 
too busy at the moment to worry about lhe cas­
ualties or to watch the artillery &shes a few 
mnes away or even to pay much attention to the 
subsequent. air raids. While the Engineers were 
finding the mines and clearing the runways, Ille 
service crews were shoveling away the debris, 
patching the burst water mains and repairing 
the bombed wiring system. 

Working by condlellght, Cpl. Ernest C. Jones 
of Everton, Mo., o.nd Cpl. Bennett C. Hardin, 
Tolu, Ky., salvaged an Itallal) generator and 
spliced wires until the lights were qil again. 
Meantime, accompanied by six Italian laborers, 

·Sgt. Manley became too ambitio\15 in his efforts 
to fix the sabotaged mains and fell into a water 
hole where the water was above his head. 

There was a lot of cussing that night but-in a 
matter not of weeks or days. but of hours-this 
air base wu establlsbed as an operational sta· 
tion, affording great tactical advantage in the 
pushing forward qf Allied air mastery over enemy. 
territory. And soon, not far away, the ftrst U. S. 
air-depot group on the Continent wu function­
ing-supplying any of hundreds of vita.I plane 
parts and doing the involved first-echelon repair 
work wually performed. far behind the lines. 

Jn Italy, Coraica, Sardinia arid Africa the com­
bat ftyers ore the first to tell you that the!r "suc­
cesses to date should tie credited in large port to 
the uncomplaining labor and the miracles of me­
chanical Ingenuity being wrought daily by the 
enlisted men ot the ground and service crews-

PAGE ' 

T KOuca Legion of Merit awards for cround and 
service crewmen are few and far between, ex .. 

amples of their resourcefulness in the field are 
not. One service squadron laid out and con­
structed an airfield in :24 hOUF$ In o cultivated 
field of wheat. Anotber unloaded all the gasoline 
a.nd bombs from a train of freight cars ovemi1ht 
-with one 2\2-ton truck. (They used some dis­
carded railroad track t o roll the stufl onto a 
siding.) 

Then there was the squadron that was faced 
with the problem of packing parachutes withol't 
any equipment to work with. Regulations r4X1ulre 
that the chutes be inspected every 10 days, and 
in a tropical climate they must be repacked once 
a month. Often they come to the riggers damp 
and bullet-torn, sometimes bloOdy. 

FiF$t the squadron bu..ilt a home- made but ser­
viceable, washing mach.i.ne. Th~ it rigged up a 
drying tower from a spare "'hangar nose," th<! 
-coverm, used by ground. crews when they work 
on plalie engines outside the hangar. To repair 
renta in the huge silk chutes. lhey scouted around 
for the proper nee;dles and finally found a Sir,..r 
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1 Sewing machine oulllt in a Sardinia village. 
The toughest problem still had to be solved. 

Th• packing itsell had to be done on a perfectly 
smooth table, 40 reet Iona. There wu no wood 
available. 

The !ifrvice men soaked ordinary latrine.creen 
i'n gasoline to remove the waterprooflng, then 
attached the scrttn to a number of iron fence 
posts used ror table legs. Soon they had welded 
a screen table together with bailin& wire, oper­
ating the welder with a salvaged French airplane 
generator. Then they brushed the screen with 
the kind or dope used on airplane fabric and 
p0lisbed it until it glistened. · 

Before long S/Sgt. Amos A. Owen, a farm 'boy 
from Okmulgee, Okla., and other crewmen were 
packing from 8 to 10 chutes a day on the impro­
,.;,,,.d table. 

In another emergency, this same squadron at­
tached a two•by-four to the front of a jeep and, 
by a method that might as well go down as a 
military secret since it defies description, 
straightened a bent propeller. This is not a rec· 
ommended procedure, since the slichtest varia­
tion in a delicately balanced prop will cause 
terrific vibration. 

Suvtcr squadrons have a time limjt, often hours 
or minutes rather than days, to get a damaged 

plane back into the air. Recently T /Sgt. Marvin 
Borneman of Plano, Ill.; T /Sgt. Frank Richards 
of Memphis, Tenri., and S/Sgt. Theodore Smith, 
formerly a blacksmith of Fisher, Ill., were as­
signed to some heavy welding work on a ftak­
riddled plane. They hnd nn ore welder, a regu­
lar Lincoln model, but no gencrntor. Sgt. Borne­
man explained what they did : 

"Well, we couldn't get 220 three-phase cur­
rent, so we took the motor olf a hydroulic stand 
and transferred the case from a jeep. Then we 
hooked them up with universal joints to run the 
welder." 

By such expedients are battles won. 
When it can't wait tor equipment replacementa 

tJ:om the States, and when i11genuUy 1ails, a ser­
vice squadron must sometimes resort to what is 
politely, called "moonlight requisitioning." More 
planes are ftying as an.indirect result of some­
one's "moonlight requisitioning" than the War 
Department would probably care to admit. 

That's probal!ly how a certain squadron in Sar­
dinia lost the GI still it was issued for distillinR 
battery water. Anyhow the much-needed still 
disappeared. S/Sgt. Charles Lewis, who used to 
operate a moving-picture projector in Livtng­
stont, .Mont .. drew up blueprints for an impro­
.vised still, and T/Sgt. Robert J . Simpkins or 
Dana, lll., welded oil drums together to hold the 
water. Instead of the old GI kerosene heater that 

often got plugged up, they used a 1,250-watt 
electric heating unit _(rom an airplane's oil .. res .. 
crvoir tank. 

The first improvised still they made wouldn't 
work. Too much coil. But the second, powered by 
the water pump of a plane. turns out seven or 
eight gallons or distilled water a day-better 
than the GI still can do. 

Ground and ser.vice crews in Italy are used to 
working under falling. ftak and strafing. Re<:enUy 
a erew headed by T/Sgt. Peter J . Cerasaro of 
Kingston, N. Y., replaced jhe wings of a dam­
aged fighter plane while under fire. · "We kept 
one man on the look-out for German planes.'' 
said Sgt. Cerasaro. "We ·were forced to duck fo~ 
cover several times and once we were str-afect 

The boys have a sentimental spot in their 
hearts for "'hangar queens'~batUe-broken planes 
whose parts are l.lSed to repair other plane-&. They 
«oil of one crippled airplane whose parts enabled 
17 less seriously damaged planes to keep ftylng. 
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One thing that tends to keep up the good spir­
its of the ground and service crews almost as 
much as the hot showers they improvise and the 
good food they get Is that they know the impor­
tance of the work they arc doing. They arc most 
anxious to see the establishment of heavy bomb­
er fields this close lo Berlin, even lhough that 
means more work (or them. NormaJly a heavy­
bomber group requires something like 50,000 
callons or fuel a week, from 500 to 1,000 tons of 
bombs, 500,000 rounds of ammunition, countless 
spare parts and maintenance equipment and at 
lea.st 1.SOO mtn for air and ground c:rews. 

To gel back to SgL Manley, who started out to 
be the main character of this piece. the 36-ye.ar-

old mechanic from Union Cityt 'l'enn.. has spent 
the post rew weeks salva&ing Italian and Ger­
man equipment~verything from lalhff to po­
tato peelers. His latest invention is an air com­
pressor, made from the tank of a wrecked street­
car and a Fiat automobile engine, which fur­
nishes air to all {he shops and automatically 
maintains an even 100-pound pressure all the 
time. 

Sgt. Manley has o sideline. Back in Africa he 
gained a minor notoriety by putting a stainless 
steel crown on on Arub's tooth. A dentist in 
La Senia marveled and declared that he couldn't 
have done belier himself. Then the other day the 
sergeant took a piece of airplane fuselage and 
made a •hoUider brace for an' Italian lad whose 
arm had been shattered by bomb fragments. 

Lt. Col. Jay J. Palmer, of the Medical Corps 
by way or Los Angeles. Calif., came into the ma­
chine shop the other day with another job that 
is 11 little out ol on airplane mechanic's flne. Up 
Jn the mountainous approaches to Rome, where 
Lt. Gen. Mork W. Clark's men h~vc been scaling 
narrow. mountain paths to get at the enemy, the 
Medical Corps hos been having difficulli.es bring• 
ing ca.suollies back to safety. 

The large regulation Army litter, with an 
undercarriage wel&hing 60 pounds and as wide. 
as the frame of n jeep, has pfoved too heavy and 
cumbersome ror the narrow footpat.hs. It takes 
four men 24 hours to get one ma_n out, and then 
the four must re.at another 24 hour$-a disastrous 
wa.Ste of manpower. 

So T /Sgt. Joseph R. Bowers of New Orleans, 
La., and Sgt.. Manley went to work on a new Ut­
ter undercarriage of Lt. Col.. Palmer's design. 
The new undercarriage is retractable so that the 
Medical Corps men can push the .,.;ualty down 
to the ground for quick cover. A simple one­
wheel al'lair weighing only U pounds th~ new 
!l"d!rcarrlage promises to save many ~en need­
ing immediate medical attention-. small enough 
gift of the Air Force ground crews to the In­
fantry, those other ground men who need it for 
the toughest ft&htlng or all. 
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C-47 was taking off from the. base, 
utes l~ter a ild r and Capt. Le~landed on a hillsido 

Davies, W · e ~ apart but within sight 04 •ad! 
hundredS of Y"{· ~bush once cultivated by !ht 
otber. It was ~wwaist-high, in grass and shrub, 
natives b~lci"~or a path lower down on the hill-
1:hey ~':8 . forces in about 10 minu~ 
side. ioinm~oment later, four natives. apJ><!ar.d 

~arely a ay each holding " spear. The two 
1.00 feet aw t~ced each other nervously. Then 
little groups 1· ked their spears into the ground 
the natives p un . - -• Ti 

d icked up br anches, a sign '"" peace. ne 
an - ~ made friendly gestures and walked Americans . 
forward to meet them. , h . 

The natives pointed to a st~eam m t e m1dd!e 
of the v·a!ley below and motioned t~ the Amen­
cans to accompany them there. In sign lan~e 
they ·told Davies tl'!at three other parachutists 
had dropped from the skies, and. S'oon aftern:ard 
two of them, Col Kuo and ~gt .• Gigure, came into 
sight \Vilh some other natives~ 

At the river bank the natives paused, evi­
dently waiting for someone, About 30 lnore na­
tives emerged from the unde.rbrush, and then a 
wrinkled little man about 80 .years old,, appar­
e ntly the native cllieftain, ap~a~ed o_n the see~•· 
A kind of muset te bag, coritammg_ sliver l11d1an 
rupees. was slung over bis shoulder, -and by his 
s ide he wore a British sword. He gave a coin t.o 
each o! the surVivors in token of friendship. 

The n the chief and his warriors led ·them on 
an h our- long, exhausting climb up to his village, 

LOST IN HEAD-HUNTER COUNTRY 
By Sgt. BOB GHIO 

YANK Staff Correspondent 

SOi\1£\VRER& IN INDIA-Like stunt flyers in the 
finale o( the Cleveland Air ·Show. 21 men 
bajle<l out from a. twin-engined Army tr~ns­

port plane, their parachutes Qillo\vj.ng in the . 
bright clear sky.. But this \Vasn't Cleveland; it 
\Vas .the ·autma-InQia )lorder. and the only human 
being$ within hundreds ·of miles were head, ... hunt­
ing natives and Japanese troop.s. 

T\\10 of the parachutists were government offi-. 
cials, whoSe capture "'ould be v.•orth- thousands: 
or dollars to the Japs. Another one was a for­
eign correspondent, and 'the remaining 18 were 
An1erican and Chinese Army, officers and men. 
Only one had ever jumped from a plane before. 

When l met them in the jungle almost a 
month Later, 20 of the men \vere still alive. Their 
s tory involved ~n encounter With ihe head hunt­
ers~ prep3.ration against a Japanese attack, the 
arrival of medical aid and supplies by air, rescue 
by a ground torce and then a Jong march back 
tn civlll>.ation. They also told of the quick think­
ing of an enlisted man \Vhose r.adip signals ~hen 

,the plane was falling saved their lives. 
The assorted planeload of 21 bad taken off on 

\h"e morning of Aug. 2 fr.om an . airfield in India, 
boun.d fa~ .China. The trip's normal ftyiM time 
for the 0 -46 Curtiss.-Commando was 2\2 h:ours, 
and the transport had covered ~n hour's part of 
the, journey when one· motor went out at. 0900. 

Flight Officer Harry K. Nevu.e of Cudahy, Wis .. 
pilot of ih~ ship, circled desperately in a strug­
gle to climb O'yer the mountains tft~t were loom· 
ing ahead. According to his calculations, the 
transport \Vas over Burma. Even if theyi sur­
'vivesl n crash. they'd probably oe captured by 
the Japs. And .Nevue knew that one of his pas· 
sengers waS the political adviser to Lt. Gen.. 
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Joseph Stilwell, John Da,,ies Jr. of the State De­
pa1tment, who could not afford 10 be captured. 

Nevue realized he could ne·ver clear the moun­
tains in front of hiril. He turned the transport to­
.ward the valleys and plains lying southwest. 

Fit.teen minutes later Nevue ordered the pas­
sengers to thro\v out all the baggage. When even 
that failed to provide more altitude, he gave the 
ordei' to bail out. They were approaching the 
Burma·lndia border, formed at this wint by a 
ridge bet,v..een tv.•o valleys. As the transport wa.s 
'st-iU maj<ing considerable speed, the men were 
scattere!l over a lQ,-mile ·a,rea. 

Davies, who had been the first to jump, landed 
on th,e llurma side of the ridge·with I.;t. CoL Kuo' 
·Li of the Chinese Army; Capt. Duncan C. Lee of 
Chatham, Va.; S/Sgt, Joseph J . Gigure of Au­
bur11. Ma_ine; Sgt. E. Wilder of Levelland, Tex., 
and Cpl. 'f!asil M, Lemon of. Tulsa, Okla. 

The others. who hit the India side of the ridge, 
were Willlam T. Stanton of the Board. of Eco­
n·omic Warfare; Eric Sevar~!ci, CBS correspon­
dent: Gol. Wang· PaQ C.llao of the Chinese. Army; 
Lt. Rola'nd . K. _Lee of Hicksvill,e, N. :Y.; S/ Sgt. 
Joseph E. Clay of Monticello, Iowa; Sgt. Glen A:. 
KJtUeson of Ballantine, Mont.: Sgt. Francis W. 
Signor of Yonkers, N. Y.; Cpl. ~Ward Holland 
of East Cloveland; Ohio; Cpl J_ Sherrill, of Bur­
lington,-Iowa: Cpl. S. M. Waterbury of Blue Hill, 
'Nebr.; Pvt. William Schrandt of Philadelphia, 
· Pa.; S/ Sgt. N~ C. '.'fi\le•· .ot Ottumwa, Iowa, the 
transport's cl;'lw £bief; Sgt. Waller R. Oswalt of 
Ansonia, .Ohio1 radio oP':'mlor; 2d Lt. Charles W. 

, Felix of Compton, - Calif., co-pilot, and Nevue. 
As the first of the parachutes opened under 

lhe falterin~ transport. s'gt. Oswal~ calmly· noti­
fied the nearest base that the pla:ne would crash , 
i.n· a few minutes. He left tbe radio circuit open. 
instructing the base to.1 ta.ke a bearing on his 
Positlon a'nd to send out a t'esoue miSsion. Min-

built on a hilltop as a defense against attack. 
They rested and tried to quench thefr thirst with 
zu. a native beer made from r,ice. Then the chief 
gave Sgt. Wilder a knife and motioned to him 
to behead a goat. The head was passed around 
so that the chief and his guests could drink the 
blood f.rom t he jugular vein, a great delicacy. 

Late in ~he a·fternoon~ a native runner reported 
'" the chief that a plane bad crashed in the 
valley on the other side of the ridge. Davies and 
Capt. Lee sent a message by another runnet to 
the vat.tey _, signed ·'''ith onlY. their first names, 
sugi:estmg that su~vivo~s return. with the guide. 

The runner came back 2'h hours later with a 
~ot~ from Eric Sevareid, urging the Davies party 
O JOln him. inste ad_. Sevareid ,vrote that one of 

his companions was injured and added that a 
friendly .plane had sighted them. 

_Davies and the others' set out that same night 
wtth n~tive guides to cross the mountain ridet 
~eparat.mg them from the .native village where 
inevaretd. ''~~s apparen,tly sltuated. It was rain" 

g, and the men groped their way along th• 
~~a~l ~ith _torches. They were v1:et and miserab1e 

';h" they reached the village around 2300. 
com el:' found Scvareid and 13 otliers in a native 
· munaJ hut. some sleeplng and •ome sitting 
around a fire Th · ~ t ·· e ne\vcorners were told ho"-· the 
ranspott had crash. ed . and explod- ed · · g•vser of oran·ge fl · in a ...: 

jum - am~ a~ter .Nevue, last of the 21 to 
still Plnlef:.Jhe. ptlot s seat. Several of them were 
S'evar "d air \Vhen tlie ·expJosioll came and 
bTaze?s nano:"ly avi:iiC\ed being blown inio tM 
broke .. ~· Osklwalt. the 2lO-pound radio operator, 

T '""' an. e when he landed 
WO h I . 

Oswalt's 0~~1 ate~ the C-47. summoned by Sgt. 
sighted th radio message, flew overhead and 
out on the 'P~rachutes the sul'vivo.S had spread 
girl tran "· giound. A r;.dio receiver, a .Gibspn 

smitte1·. two Sprin~eld riJles and a _sig: 



nal panel set were dropped from the C-47. but 
the transmitter broke wh<'n it landed. • 

N soon as they set up th~ radio rettiver. the 
pilot of lhe C-47 warned the group that the.re 
wtrc unfriendly nativl"S nearby and that it would 
t:.kc l2 days for a rescut· mi!lsion to reach them 
frl)m the nearest British base., There was no pla~ 
to land a plane herP safely, he said, but it would 
bt cosy to drop them any supplies they needed. 

Assembling the white cloth signal panels into 
a mes..~gc-pattern. Sevareid nsked for medical 
•1$istanct for Sgt. Oswalt. Around 1700 the C-47 
rtturntd "'ilh mt'dical supplies and lhree medics. 
who p.arachuted down to join the survivors­
Lt. Col. Donald D. Flickinger. a Regular Army 
ft•&ht surgeon from Long Beach, Cali! .. who holds 
the DFC: Sgt. Richard PaMey of Provo. Utah, 
and Cpl. William G. McKeniie of Detroit, Mich. 

Meanwhile tbe party had found that the na­
tives of the ne.arby village were not hostile .. When 
Lt. Col. Flic.kinger arrived ~nd took command. 
however. he decided 10 keep th<: survivors away 
Crom the nati-ve village as much as possible. It · 
"''as already overcrowded and he didn' t want to 
11ke tho risk of provoking bad feelings during 
thr time they'd have to wait for a rescue mission. 

After some dickering. the nativr-s agreed to 
build a special hut out of palmetto leaves and 
bamboo for Lt. Col Flickincer's men and the 
survivors. in an uncultivated area some distance 
from tlie village, where supplies could be 
dropped without damaging the native COt'nfields. 
From lhen on two C-47s, piloted by Capt. Hugh 
.E. Wild of Milwaukee. Wis., and Capt. George 
E. Katzman of Louisville, Ky .. fttw over the en­
campment daily to drop medicine, citrbine:;, 
clothing, food and even Calcutta newspapers. 

They read a story in the newspapers about 
thtlr missing plane, listing Davies among the 
passencers and saying that news of the mishap 
had been broadcast by radio. Realizing that Jap 
•cents could read the papers, too. and hear ~e 
rod10, and that enemy forces would probably be 
searching the area for the State Department offi­
cial. Lt. Col. Flickinger assigned his own men to 
batlle sta tions a.nd they dug a apecial slit trench 
for the injured Sgt. Oswalt to occupy in case the 
comp wa.s strafed. 

Aa a matter of Jact. Jap planes passed near the 
camp twice. Once an enemy observation plane 
tlcv.• overhead. too high to spot the survivors. 
Another time a flight of Zerns ioom<'Cl just beyond 
lhe hill where the village was located. 

After organlting battle stationa. Lt. Col. Flick­
in1er assigned e:ac.h man to a special job. Davies-. 
1 profmional diplomat. was put in charge of re­
lations with the natives. Sgt. Cigutt, a mess ser­
ieant. dn't'eled the rooking with Cpl. SherriU 
as KP- pusher and the two Chinese colonels as 
"rice cooka." . 

Slanton was named signal offi«r .and Sgt. 
Killlcson and Cpl. Holland ••his 11'Siatants. Capt. 
Lee served. a, adjuianl and supply officer. Sgt. 
Clay as supply sergeant and Lt. Lee and Sgt. 
Sia.nor as quartermasters. bringing in the sup­
plies u they were dropped on the hillside. 

H Sevareid became camp historian and chaplain. 
e conducted Sunday religious services and a 

::;emorial ""rvice for Lt. F elix. the co-pilot: 
hose body had been found under the tail of the 

wrecked plane. where his parachute had evi­
dently caught when he jumped 

The llcutcna~l ~o~onel and hi~ two medics es­
tablish<'<! a daily. Sick call, treating natives as 
wcU as the Americans and Chinc~c for sores 1·c­
s~lting f1·~m le<ich bites. This freo ml'Clical atten­
t1on helped to keep the natives friendly. 

To get the men i n shape for tht coming tong 
ma1'Ch uul o f t!'e jungle. LL Col, Flickinger also 
conducted a datly calisthenics session. The natives 
nearly knocked themselves out laughing. 
. Davtes carried on a brisk tradr- with the na­

tives. txchanging tin cans. cotton cloth and salt 
--all dropped by the C-47s--for ftrewood. labor 
on conatructlon projects. spear:1. knives and. 
oddly' enough. trinkets. T.he natives also provided 
corn. rice, beans. chickens. piss and cattle. 

The soil was reserved as a r~ward for major 
servict•s. The natives · who construct<.'d &he hUt 
and tho.st' who found an important packet of 
papcrt, which Davies had dropped du~ing his 
parachute Jump, were paid off that wa,y. The big­
gest paymtnt v.•ent LO Cpl. t.:emon·s rescuers. 

Lemon had jumped on the Burma side of the 
ridge, but he landed a long distarrce from the 
others. For three days and nights he hid out in 
the mountainous jungle$, avoidina tbe native 
";•rchers because h~ was afraid they would take 
hts head. At night he drank v.•ater from a river 
that ron near his' hiding place, but he had noth­
ing to eat e>n:epl his cigarettes. 

On the fourth ·day after the crnsh· Lemon was 
picked up by the natives, his fee\ badly blistered. 
He said afterward that he was so weak then that 
he didn't care who they were. 111 was looking 
for them, head hunters or not," be snid. 

The day aflcr Lemon was brought to the camp. 
th.• chief ~rdered a friendship ceremony.' A 
m1thon, a ktnd of Indian wnter buffalo was sac­
rificed. The ceremonies -concluded with lhe Amer­
ican!' sineJng "I've Been Workine on the RaiJ­
road .. whilo the head hunters gaped. 

Ono other ritual helped to pass tho time while 
thl' men wuitt'<i fol" lhc rescue mission. Schrandt. 
the onJy private in ttic group, wus solemnly and 
fnl'mnlly promoted to acting sergeant so that he 
could sleep wilh the rest of the noncoms. 

At last, on thl' sixtC!enth day a fter the mass 
parachute jump. a groUnd rescue mission reached 
the village. Headed by P. F. Adams. a young 
British political o fficer. the mission included a 
British Army officer and Capt. J . J . Dwyer of 
Chicago, Ill.: Lt. Andrew S. LoBontc of Law­
rence. M!ISS.: T.'Sgt. Joe L. Merritt o f Rosboro, 
Ark.: T /Sgt. Kenneth £ _ Coleman of Meridian, 
Ohio : Cpl. J).nthony Gioill o f Denver, Colo., ,and 
Pfc. Frank Oropeza or Los Angeles, Colif. 

Accompanying them Wl'rc about 50 natlve 
p0rtcrs and 40 of the-district"s mo!lt efficient head 
hunters. They have no IOyaJty except tu their own 
villag,cf', and lhl' British maintain order by hiring 
the fl<'rccst nalivcs as a police fol"cc. 

Adams lold Lt. Col. Flickinger nnd lho olhcrs 
that . the natives of both vUlag~~ visited by the 
$Urv1vors were t1cllvc head hunters. More ' thtin 
100 heads hnd been taken in one village since 
January. The other village had twice been burned 
by B·ritish cxp<.'di1ions as punishment for exces­
sive head hunting. The memory of these burn­
ings W4J still fresh when the survivors landed. 
That'• why they weren' t molested. The super­
natural appcaranC't' of t11ejr .desctnt, and the 
prospect or a 500-r11pee reward (paid In salt) for 
each parachutist brought in alive to the British 
authorities, obo hcl(>l'd. Adams s•id. 

For. two days Adums and his men rc..ted after 
their journey. Th~n. on .-._ug. 18, he led the party, 
no"r swollen to a good-stZcd caravan of Ameri­
cans, Chinese and natives, on thp. first lap of a 
ftvc-day man:h to his India base. It wu tough 
walking all the way, but they averaged more 
than ~O miles a day over mountain peaka that 
somellm•s rose to 8.000 f_eet and alona a path 
someumcs only 10 inches wide. 

'."'dams ordered a halt al one historic ambush 
point and sent the guerrilla militia ahead to 
comb the pass. They found no signs of hoatlle 
natives and the caravan . passed on quietly. A 
little forther along, all drank beer d ropped by 
plane, t)lc only stimulants they had had since the 
first night when Capl, Lee handed around a bottle 
of gtn he had hugged light during his _slcscenl. 

When the party reached Adams' headquortcra. 
a plane dropped containers of hot ehlckcn and 
gravy, muhed potatoes, ice cream and chocolote 
cake. and everyone feasted during a one-day 
stop- over. from this base it is a 2%-day march 
to the place .where the road widen.' enough to 
permit the p.,ssage of jeeps. I met them one 
day's maroh fro~ the head of the jeep trail . 
. Os~alt was s till being carrfod by eight na­

tives m • bomboo stretcher-chair fashioned by 
tho two Chines" colonels. He told me thot at one 
v~ry bod plooe Jn lhc mountain road a nallve of 
half has weight had carried Kim pijlgy- back for 
nearfy 50 yard .. Oswalt was the only man to 
gain weight during the 26 days Jn the Jungle 

Afler reaching the wide trail. the porty eov: 
e~ed the remaining 40 to 50 miles' to the nearest 
~trlield In two hours, making the journey ln 
Jeeps, command cars. carry-alls ond o couple I 
trucks.. From lhe airfield. the survivors wc~c 
flown m lwo Iorgo planes to the station h 
they hod taken otr almost a month bt!lorc. w •re 
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, . 
In blinding rainstorms, the Battle of the Beachhead 
goes on. with news of the Germans' second offensive 
"petering out," after terrific casualties. 
her,with presents an eye-witness 
account of the surprise landing. " 

By Sgt. BURGESS SCOTT 

YANK Staff Correspondent 

(EDITOR'S NOTE~ On January 22, the Alliu staged 
their surprise landing on the beach in the vicinity 

of the. town1 of Anzio and Neuuno, twenty.five miles 
south of Rotne. The landinEJ rook the Gt:rmens by 
1urprise, and at first everything l~ked ro1y for our 
' tide I I the invaders appeared to be prc.s1lng inland 
and nonhward t~ expand the be.achhcad.. Then, 
about twelve days after the inidat landing, word , 
came chat the beachhead would be tumcd into a baJ· 
tion before any attempt wu made to fan out into the 
•uftOU_nding count:ryaide. 

'(At the same. ti..me, the Germani btpn tbei.r be,. 
l1ted but very much expe.cted councu-au:adt, and it 
wa1 • atrong one. LosK.S were heavy on both sides, 
and for a few days the dviUa.n prc11 seemed ittclined 
to play up the bad news and to minimii.e the good­
which was the. fact that the Allies were holding, as 
plnnned. I n the Scates a.nd in Canada men in a 
position to know made the battle seem to be hanging 
pe.rilou1ly in the balan«, but pretently Prime 
Minister Oiu.rchitl exptt.5.Sed contide.n« in the out­
come. A. we go to press, t.hc Gtrrt1an1' second 
aU"°"t o«c:ru.ive againsc the buchhe,ad is reported 
to have been st~. 

• <YANK Conupondent Sgt. Bu111<u·Scott landod 
wi1h the Allird r:roops which took the be•chhcad. 
H it 6nt~hand picture o( the attnt during the early 
day1 the,re, belott the Gum.ans started trying to borl 
our men back into ~e sea, Collow1.) 

come down to the beach with a girl. Ooo gioup 
captured forty soldiers who bad just re~umed ~ 
theirbam.cka alter a night's pass. M.P.s b1vouac~ed 
in an ltalll\n schoolroom breakfasted on In~ 
chicken taken right out of the Gennan Army s 
chicken coop on O.day. Other GJs found a. large 
dump containing pumpernickel bread, German 
cheeses and ?"°\of lager beer. 

The inv .. lon areas ;ue bumming day and night 

A
sz1o~N&rruSO BEACHHEAD, ITALv-'fh.is little with acU.vity. Occasionally a few Kmutdivebombers 
AJli<d colony on the shinbone o! the Italian boot fdt..r through tho air and aok-aok cover to lay eggs 
may 1><...:ome one o! the hottest comers on this • along the beach, but the damage is slight and the 

struggling earth. work of landing supplies is only temporarily inter­
It measures only twdve. milL'S in length along the niptcd . Pvt. Maxwell Remmick, Of Cincinatti, 

shore tlnd averages seven !flild in p:nelration i~lan~. Ohio, wun ·~ eve_n interrupt~. He stayed by bis 
It i• approximately <•ghty-lour square miles m telephone with bis $hOuldcr dl51ocatcd by the con­

:irca, and every square foot is vulnemblc to. bombs. cussion or a nearby bomb blast. 
shells a.nd smaJl arms 1ire. 'fhe men on long pontoons who direct vehicles and 

Thus the«> is no re)atively sale area, which usually the men leaving the shiP' must stick by their posts 
cnn be round in most oper.itions. One place is as b.ad whon the bombers come, because there is no place 
as nnotber, in:;:de or out. ?ti·ton working oo t:ht! sht~ to go. Evury night, the. men who guido traffic Crom 
and boaehC.• are targets for 1mcmy artillery and on top 61 lhc pontoons use blackout noshlights and 
bonibs. Men working in the lront lines oroexposed to hope they won' t see the terribltl sight oI Dares in 
shell• and small anns firo. Those in the middle can the sky. On shore, the l\LP.s take over directing the 
frequently expect a mixture o! •11.~rc:e. Every~y vohicl<fS w o.ssembly area,s. whence they are routed 
is thanking the American tu\<I Bnti•h fighter pilots. to des1gnatud locauons. 
who· evory daylight hour run a fine.toothed comb An unbelievable amount of men and m;itcriaJ bas 
through these i.nvasion skies, and the oigbt· figbters be<:n unloaded beyond the beaches in the few days 
who have already turned back seven intended large- since 0-day. Th~ Quartennaster.s, Signal Corps, 
scale raids by the enemy. . . . Eng1~etrs and Medics .are set up and operating as if 

Another "big victory was. the att'-t1ght secunty _of ~hey d b<'tn here for i;nontbs. _Fox-holes easily dug 
tht: planning, and the surpnse of the nss..'\ult. Stones 1n thi,, &Oft lo~ prova~c s~rpnsrng proh.--ction from 
nru still coming in illustrating tho completeness of the dny and mght spnnkling of bombs otnd shells. 

in for a. bell)! landing, 
wounded Spitftce ~~gilt for a building Used 
bOunced, and bead The soldier guard looked up as 
as an ArmY ollicc· c buildin8 and ~P<;d tbro~gh 
tbe Spit nea~ th . time. Tbe pilot will sum•<, 
the baCk door I~ 1ll 
the Medic& say. . Uttering the t>eacb, it is evideot 

From tho debtlS 10 were once resort towns, as 
tbat AnziO and Ne~~ out. The Tyrrhonian Sea's 
the guide boOka !:·ps of Jaded canvas and broken 
mild surf toSs<:S 

1 bril1!'t beach chairs. On the 
sticks that wore t:'"::i bulls 'Of runa.l>out.s and sail· 
sand a.re the btba.. '!,.,aches are littered with Italian 
boats- Th• ba Ulg . 
suntan lotion ~:°t!Je t>ea<:b were built up for a 

Tb• houses 00 .th an outdoor shower to •aab 
resort trade, each W1 ·mJ11ing aod with an air nid 
oft. the .sand atter ";,e ItalianS who cam• out into 
shelter added ~'A.med occupation warmly gr..i..t 
the open Mter . c · d the Ce"mans bad mo•ed tht 
the invaders. Tbehe~~wns shortly befo"' and """· 
residents out. 0:,, trert camps for units relieved from 
verted tbem ~o or forty ioiles t o the south. 
the aetton t)urty 1 ·d that a day or so before 

The residents a 50 hsruad moved two divisious out 
D-day the Germans · d Soo • 

d ••nt them nortbwar . n soldiers 
of the area an ~ . · toe'··· d ~d· . h I d c"iti" :reos with wine s ""· au "• 'll& button .. o t: 

began, with cane of Cration and cigarettes 3S the 
exchange mt:dium. 

D-day night found many Yanks quartered in cl.­
gant summer villas, mostly equip~ with •nough 
fumiture lelt by the departing oceupan1S for 1he 
civilization.starved dogfaces to set up light house­
keeping. Wire-spring Italian beds ftre plootiful. 
and eve.ryone had tbe softest sleep be· d ba4 in 
months. 

After the initial shower of bombs nnd shells. ev•rf· 
one figurc."Cl hi,s place was the most dangerous in towo 
and everyone chM>ged villas. Some faucets ran. 
others didn't. Wo.ter must be boiled or treated with 
tablets bc!on; it is drinkable. The toiltts wort • 
problem, until somebody brought up cMis of salt 
watur for hlllld Jlushing. 

D UlttNO these first days after the invasion everyone 
is his own cook. Up at tbe·front or do;.·o qo die 

b:e"ches_ or in between, everyone fixes his own mealo 
~rations, K-ratioos. or if he's lucky. s·iD·l'S. 
YP at the front meals are usually taken cold out ol 
tbe c:an. Bu_l when. you have- time, you cook tbelll 
ave.r a gasohne burner. a gasoline o.nd dirt fire, or 
plru~ wOOd coals, adding local delic.~cic'S to the onoal­
One man roasted a large fat Italian rnbbit he bad 
•bot, ga!"llishing it with ": meat n11d vugetable s!.w. 

tht.: surpris.,, . Two new infnntry n:plawmu11ts were 
well up on the mainland in the first assault ~ve 
wh1.:n they stoppt.-d A Genna!' ~tall Kedan. containing 
an officu, and two men, coming down th~ road. They 
shot the two men, captured the officer, and one of 
the rcpla.CA:mcnts said, ••We are now n.:g~ar mem­
bers o{ the outfit." The officer bad been moo town 
!or the evening and said it was the first be had 
hoard about the Allied londing. 

H os111TAt..S cstabUshed o.n D-<lny·plus-one u.-e wait­
ing !or n shwm of casualties which 'so far has not 

materinlizL'll. ln ono hospital, doctors and Medics 
per!onned an appende.:tomy with J• 
shells swi•hing over the ridgo-pole of the 0~tin88 
tent.. Then: were fou.r- or fi_ve duds in one salvo ~ 
the men said that that was not unusual for .:_3:1 t 
&~. --~n 

The biggest game, however, Ii; Kraut fouud along 
the bouf!dary o( this little colony. One'outlit stiu"8 
along this ~at and fertile faJDlland has a comprti600 
'"Kraut killing, .and league membership;,. n:strictid 
to.those w~o ha~ killed fiv1: ;ipiece. Tht colond ol 
this outfit is "° obsessed with Kr;iut killin& that lit 
11\~0~!!"r opens bis field telephou convelSlti<IG' 
"'' . •s !'=e and rank. When he picks up t11t 
rece1v~r h11 ftalutation is, "Row m"ny }{nub ha" 
you killed todR.v ?" 

Another party o! assaulting Yan~ completdy 
spoilt'<! the evening of a Gennnn soldier who bad 
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Gls gather to watch dogfights every time cheen 
the Allied nirmeo and cussing the Kra.;ts. o':! 



ActiYe Adr·Adr . 

A
LL thM bulla~oo you heard the other night 
ooming from the dire<tion of Loodo11 might have 
been the AA bruragoand then again it migbt have 

'*° tbe boys of the 6.,,'t American ack-ack battety 
~ to help gvotd the big town celebrating their 
se«>nd annive""'ry over.seas. Or, of COU!lle, it could 
have bee• a little of both, &iDU there happened to be 
a raid around that time. 

At all events, the out6t's top-kick, Roman Robas­-Jtl. of Chicago, assured us when we were out to 
- bis set·up one day last week that his men were 
pbnniDg to celebrate tbe day they sailed two years 
ago •by •taaing a blowout you'll be able to hear 
tor miles around." These ack-ack Yanks struck us 
as being in ono hull of~ mood to celebrate, too, since 
they had already got in four cracks at Jeny. "We 
think •• hit one the other night." said Captain 
D1n.;d Anderson, of Osalris, Minn_ " lt wt11t out 
of our rat1ge of lire, so wo collldn't be suxe but it 
was unsteady as it went." Pvt. Carl Nuich ~istant 
gunner of Ferndale, Mich., seemed to sum up a pretty 
1>rev"!ent feeling around those parts. "Tiu: day 
we brin~ one down," be said. ".Boy, that's th" day 
I'm waiting for I" 

Sgt. Harold R. Weigl, gvn commander of Chicago, 
was telling us ~~ut the plane the boys beliecved they 
bad winged. It was only a few nights ago " he 
said. "He was diving in on us, but it got .;. hot 
for him be had to tum awny. Th.at'swben ho started 
gttting wobbly, " 
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Pepped up by all the recent action and one thing 
and OllOther, moot of the boys seemed inclined to re­
gard their berths at the moment as a decidedly good 
deal. lo fact. one of their number-Pvt. James Zucaro 
of West New York, N. J .-eveo considers bis pn:seut 
deal better than ~e ono ho had in tho States. 
"This place is reaU y all right," Zucaro told us. 
~Now th.at place I came from-Camp Edwards, up 
m Massachuseti-was really a hell hole and they 
bad tho worst winter they ever had when I was 
there, too. It's way bettor here." We were just 
about to ask Zucaro what ho was bucking for. when 
he added : "But.don't think l don't want to ·be 
,ba.tk there for that Yankoe Sladiumopeningl" 

Cool yet comfortabl.._.nd prob•bly the only Joes on thla lal•nd who are. They're h:avln1 a look at 
• t•n·•ct I~ Folllea ataged recently at the Richmond Ice Rink, near London. 

Tm: enthusiasm of the Americans for-their present 
assignment, it turned out, has nothing to do with 

I.be fact that it's a cinch to got into London whenever 
a man's got a little tim~off on his bands. Most of the 
boys, 50 far as we could make out, soldom bother 
lo make the trip, having found that tho suburban 
pubs are both more hospitable and better supplied 
than those in London. What's mo~. for a soldier who 
knows his way a.tound, th& countryside is lite.rally 
swarming with ATS on duty with similar British 
units. In other words. or rather in the words of 
Pvt. Frank Riccio, a fuse.Qitt..r of Des Moines, 
Iowa- •It's the best damn camp I've ever boon 
m.·· 

It's probably no ETO record, or anywhere near 
one, but'the outfit's mess sergeant- Edward Vaillan­
oourt, of Racine, Wis.-is now running tho 19th 
ldtJ:ben be'• b<>en in since leaving the States. "I 
can't see where any American troops can complain. 
of their chow," he told U$, and a more loyal servant 
of Uncle Sam we never did see. • Why, 1 can rem.em­
ber 6mes with this outnt when we've bad chicken 

and steak the sa.mc day." Somo of Vaillancourt'• 
P"ls in the orderly room seemed to think he meant 
tho same wulr, but they a~ that, any way you 
look at it, they bad been •>ling okay_ 

While we were getting a load of oil this, the outfit's 
sul'ply sergeant~Josoph O'Rourkc, ol Fond du Lac, 
Wis.-wa.s talking busily on the phone in the comer. 
He had an eam .. t, high-powe,.'<l look about him 
that made us think be must be ordering up • few 
tons of ammunition, o r something. but during a lull 
in the conversation about chow it dtv~loped that he 
was busy making n date for that evening with a 
neighboring ATS. "You don't muan you caw11't," 
O'Rourke was snyiug, with a supply seigeant's cus· 
tomary diligence and attention to detail. "You 
mean you c.an~t . And anyway in this case you mean 
you u11." 

And-ob yes. The pub oeaxest ~ camp has a 
piano that works and one Of the outfit's ammunition 
relaye1" is Pvt. Albert H. Slevin, of Los Angcks. 
who used to be n pianist in Gttne Krupa 's bnnd. 
What more could you ask? 

Atluell 
Generally spo:i.king, when it comes to art 

we've got a date ~ an air· 
raid ahelter. It was strictly under 
orders, therefore, that we set out one 
afternoon last week to take a gander 
at an exhib1tion of soldier art, staged 
by the U. S. Army and the Red Croes 
at''' Piccadilly, just oft the Circus. 
And, to our untutored laym::in's eye, 
tho nnswer is not bad..-<>r rather, by 
golly. quite gooil. 

The stuff on display runs all the 
way from oil paintings (there's a 
droam job of Sad Sack) and sculptu"' 
to• barracks-made mandolin, for the _ 
show also includes bobbies. Most of 
It atruck us as being-to coin a phrase 
-& bit of all right, aod the opinions 
we b<>otd expressed by impresslve­
looking civilians who evidently knew 
wht\t they were tnlking •bout bore u.s 
out in this. Our fellow Cls. who were 
presunt irrsuf-priaingly large nur:nbons, 

"Wf DON'T WISH TO DISCOURAGE SOlDIU AIT, CORrORAl, 
IUT rEUIAl'S SOMETHING Of A MOU MILITARY NATUIE-" 

-$et. 11 ... ;.. COP!-

• seomod to be geWng a kkk out of It, 
too. For our money, whoever it was 
who thought up the idea of piping 
music into the gallery ought to get 
a apec:ial honorable mention. It'a 
somethin&"" the art.gallery folk bnck 
home might find worthwh.ilc copying ' 
and is one lulu ol ~cure for art-gallery 
knoe-bends, ;in anliction which ordi­
narily does us in a t such events. 

Assuming you'.re both able to get to the show 
and have • yen to (tho thing will be optn daily from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.l'IL through tho end of this month), a 
semi-expert we met there told us you shouldn't miss 
a couple of pieces of sculpture-,<>nc called .. Home­
coming" and the Other •• Yank in Picc:."'ldllly "-by 
Sgt . .Fmnk Monarch, of Schent<:tady, N. 'I. They're 
done in glazed clay and, as you can probably gather 
from the titles, express sentiments nobody's going 
to bavo the least difficulty in catching oo to. We 
heard a matron on the elbow of an admiral exclaim~ 
ing over a painting of a London square by T / 4 
Charles H. Kitchell, of La.-chmont, N. Y. "I'm 
vt:ry h\ten;sted in this n1an's work," snld the lady. 
Just thought you might Uke to know, sarge. . 

TRa public has b<>en aslt<>d to voto for the work it 
likes best, and just for good luck wc'll !0$1 in our 

two-bits worth here. although we're almost dead 
certain ou.r choice won't even rate an honorable 
mention. lt's a painting by Pvt. Ted Nawrocki, 
--who notes that he was a brakeman in civilian life. 
Thia work of art shows a red-headed girl in a red, 
two-pi«<! bathing snit, all set to play !rap-frog on 
the sands. One look at Pvt. Nawrocki's handiwork 
will sl:lrt you bumming that old, old song, "Brake­
man, stop that train I" 

PIN-UP MAP OF EUROPE 

ON lhe n&xt two pages Is tho f1r•t (western) 
aoction of a two-part map of Europe. 

Nollet week YANK wllf print th& 101torn sec .. 
tion. Fit them Jo'v•ther and you wilt have 0 

complete, detailed mop of the Europ.tan war 
theater. fn each half a sufficient area hos been 
duplicoltd to allow for overle1pping when you 
put them te>gether after cutting off one of th& 
vtrtlc:ol l,orders -

.YANK thanlc.s the Natiot1al Geo9raphic So. 
dety- espedally ill chief cartographer, Jomes 
Oa tley- for preporlng the mops for publlc·ation 
in 1ni1 Army Weekly. 
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The 1111ked nickel hot dog came into 
y09ue. the dntft wemed to be finally 
reedy to call a halt, Mr. Grffn heard 
sOIM harsh words about the effect 
of strikes on the progr.e ss of the 
war. end a burglar was mighty glad 
he'd been caught with his pants on. 

Y
OUR w;fe,' maybe? Or couldn't it be? Without giving any 
~es. the War Department last week di9Closed that som•· 
body's wife had written in to ask that her husband be 

pennitted to rollnquisb a clerkship in tho Army and get on the 
busln""' end of a Garand. Sb.e requested that her husband be 
itansf~rrod "into ;iome place where be can do some lighting instead 
of s1tbng l\round 1n SOJ:J\t; ul5c.!lC$$ branch 0£ the service such a.s ~he 
one ju which b_e now is. '' 

Here's a significant tnmd-of-tbe·tlmes ltorn : One ol the few 
plate$ in Connecticut tba.t still sclls bot dogs for a nickel announced 
that w~t you'll g•t for fl_ve cents in tho future will be just the 
frank- absolutely naked, plain, and ungamished." An extra 
nickel, however, will buy tbu customary toaated roll, mustard, 
and relish. ·-

Well, it looks as if the end might finally be in sight !or what's 
left of the draftable manpower on the home front. Major 
General Lewis B. Hershey, director of S.lect>ive Service, told 
members of the Rotary Club in Philadelpllia that by j uly I there 
woulc! be 11,300,000 i:nen in the armed lorccs and that in the 
opinion of the General Sta.ff this would be enough to win the 
war. B•d, be added, another 1,300,000 will have to be hauled 
in before that time to bring the total up to the required figure. 

Moneover. owing to the inability of the dtaft to deliver men as -
Wt as scheduled, the WD annow>c:.ed that tho Anny Specialized 
T..ming Program is to be drastically cut and that by April 
110,000 men will bave been removed from the collt,ges where they 
are now studying and assigned to combat units. Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson said . this move was necessary 
·for reasons of imp:mtive military necessity." Only sevenlffn· 
y.ar--Olds and 35,000 student ooldiers who are taking advanced 
"""'5CS in medicine, dentistry, aod engiMering will be permitted 
to k"'J> on aa.cking the books. 

As !or the boys being brought home from overseas (but not 
from England) under the new troop-rotation plan, Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson said that more than 200,000 are already 
back in the States from the A!rican, Alaskan, and Caribbean 
theaters. The plan's purpose is to provide rest and a change for 
men who have bod a tpugb time of i~ither against the enemy 
or the climate or both-and bas nothing to do with troops brought 
home because a( wounds or Ulneu. Men returning to the States 
under the plan got three wtcks' furlough a,nd then M unspecilied 
amount olduty ~n home grounds before being sent back overseas. 

ARGUMENT on Presideot ROOS(;velt'a proposnl to enact labor· 
draft legislation waa being heard by the Senate Military Allotirs 

Committee, aod the first to speak against it was William Green, 
president of the American Fedemtion of Labor. The Preoident 
bas asked the paASOge of such legislaUon aa the nation's ooe 
neglected means ol preventit>~ strikes for the duration. Green said 
be didn't think thtS legislat.ion or any other could prevent all 
strikes as long as the natioo't wartime economy remained "out 
of the balance." The nation'• pr°"' reported that pooplc In the 
know in Washington felt th• President's proposal had only a 
slight chance of final Congr..,ional nc.ceptance. 

In addressing the committee, Green said that a draft-labor hill 
would be" llbhorrent to tho American way of life" and "an admilr 
sion that we are wrong on the basic iMUet of the war and the 
en•my is right." ln reply, Senator Warren R. Austin, Republican 
ol Vermont. said that tile U.S. could have occupied the Marshall 
lsland$ in the p...,ifie six months earlier than it did if a national 
service art had been in cf!ect. 

'The Senator said bis' statoment was based on information sup­
pfu:d by tile Secretary and Under-Secretary of War and the staff 
of the committee be was addressing. He blamed the manpower 
shortage for"°"' falling abort month alter month in our ocbeduled 
production of planes." GTCen userud that any stat.etnent such 
as Austin's conCC'ming the it>vuion of the Marshalls was "always 
spocuJation "and blamed delays in the production of planeS almost 
entirdy on "Jack of material and ttanoportation difficulties." 

The question of wbo i.s going to be elected Presi~nt next Novem· 
bee and bow soldien are golnJ to have a say in the matter kept 
lhing:s bubbling on both sides of tbe political fence. The joint 
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committee of member.J of the Senate and House which 
was appointed to work out a compromise measure on 

· tho soldier-vote ·issue appeared to bo temporarily 
stalled. Some members reported '!bat they hoped to be 
ready 500n with a satisfactory bill but others hinted at 
a stalemate, and Representative John E. Rankin, 
Demouat of Mis&ssippi. said be was ready to take 
the whole matter back to the ftoor of the House 
and .. ask for further instructions." 

As for the candidates for whom the b<lllots will bci 
cast ma5t of the news wos made by Republican possi· ' 
bilitles. Wendell L. Wlllkie, having formally made 
a bid for the nomination, was still stumping the 
western states. At Sheridan, Wyo .. be warned :Re­
publicans that resentment agai1Ut the Federal 
government should not be carried to extremes even 
though the administration has been at times •• arbi· 
trary, capricious, and dlsrtgardful of yo~r wt1'bes." 
Continuing. he said: " What we Repub11cans must 
do is to operate the F ederal government so as tb co­
ordinate the activities ol the Fecferal government 
with tha5e of the ~pie . . . We cannot get along 
in the postwar period without the cool'."ration and 
stimulation of the Federal ~ovemment. ' 

Governor Thomas E. Dewey of New York 
remained silent on the matter o! whether or not be 
would be a rival of Willlde's for the nomination. 
Howevt'r, spea!Png at a Lincoln's Birthday dinner 
in tbe Waldorf Astoria, be urged the elec;tion of a 
Republical\ P~ident and no~ "a sclf-will~ execu­
tive who war.J at every tum Wlth Congress. At the 
same time, Governor John W. Bricker of Ohio, wbo 

' is already in the nee, was telling another Lincoln 
dinner in Washington that the nation. needed "a 
responsible Cabinet government.'' 

· To all this, Senator Claude Pepper, Democrat o( 
Florida and one oJ the m05t enthusiastic supporters 
of the present administration, replied that Dewey 
was a ••coy candidate 11 who in time would don ••his 
Cindertlla slipper and go to the ball," that Bricker 
was "a modem Jiarding," and that Willkie " prob­
ably bad made bimseU unacceptable to -ffi- Old 
Guard " because u ha is known to have courageous 
convictions about internntional collaboration after 
the w·ar." 

Vice President ~enry A. W~ told a press con· 
lerence that be thought the majority of soldiers 
lavoted the re-election of President Roosevelt. "I 
feel," be said, "that ooldicrs, based strictly on the 
military situation, ate very strong for the President 
-<1trongor than the gonoml public." He added that 
he thought the common soldier sentiment was · 
"What the bell! We've got a war to win. Wby 
not let the man go on and run the show 1" The Vice 

PA!OE J6 

President said that the President had "°"ot told him 
whether or not he was a candidate for a fourt.b tenn. 
but added, "I think he is going to. be elected ngnin." 

Representative Clare .Boothe Luce, Republican of 
Connecticut, said in Washington that these who 
want .. a bigger and · better Commander·in·Chie.f" 
favor Geueral Douglas MacArthur as the Republican 
Presidential nominee, though she added that she 
planned to accept the choice of her party's conven­
tion. She $aid the General had made an lmpressive 
showing in recent political polls. 

So much for politics. The Fourth War Bond Drive 
wound up nicely, the total sales coming to 91 ml.I· 

lion bucks more than the 14 billion quota. The success 
of the campaign, however, was due to th• dough 
which corporations forked over, inasmuch as indivi­
duals failed to buy as liberally as bad been 
expected. The quota for individuals was 5i billion, 
but they actually kicked through with .only 4 billion. 
I n the hope of squeezing a few more million out of 
them, the officials decid ed to extend tbe drive. 

Anna Mayer. of South -Ozone Park, N. Y .. was 
grunted 'a request, which she had forwarded directly 

''N E W S " 

to President Roosevelt, that her physician be given a 
special leave from tb•A!IDY in order to relieve borofa 
45-day attack ol hiccougbs. The physician-Captain 
Lester Samuels-waa chief surgeon at Van Wyck 
HospiW in jam.uea, N. Y., be.lore be entered the 
Anny. and in that capacity he open.led successfully 
on Miss Mayer when sbe bad a previous a~k of 
the sa.me aftliction two years ago. President Roose­
velt referred Miss l\ftlyer's appeal to the War Depart· 
mcnt which agreed to allow Captain Samuels to pro­
ceed to New YorJc to perform the operation. Two 
days bter the Capta.in arrived and again operated 
succasfully. 

Snowplows finally reached Faith, S. D., to start 
the job of opening up lbe roads to several sunound· 
ing communities which bad_ been snowbound for 

' three weeks. Among the villages isolated were 
Marcus, Opal, Avance, Cooper and Red Owl. 

Sub-zero temperatures in and around Columbus, 
0., stepped up the consumptio.n of gas to such an 
eirtenl that 1 50 industrial ]>Janis in the State were 

• t~mporarily without fuel. The gas company de· 
c1ded that, ·for .roaoons of health, it would be wiser 
to make factories m th er than homes do without. 
The residents of )SO towns and villages in Ohio wero 
urged to lay oB bathing aJ!<1 laundry and to gtl 
along on one bot meal a daf. The situation im· 
proved. however, before the w.eek was out. 

Obituary Section: Major General Franlt Mcintyre 
(retired), wbo served as tbe Anny's Chief of Staff 
during the 6rst World War. die<l in l\iliami Beach at 
the age of 78. H e was a native of Montgomery, 
Ala., and graduated in 1886 from the U. S . Mllitaiy 
Academ)'.. where be was a ~mate of Genetal John 
J . Pershing ... EdgaY Selwyn, executive dinocto~ 
and producer of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer PictureS. 
died of a 'bra.ln hemorrhage. H e was 67 and got his 
start in the amusement world as an usher at tbe 
Herald Square Theater in New York . . . Ernett 
William Gruendler, So-year-old millionai!e bide 
dealer. died in Houston, Tex., n 'yean; after 
be bad landed at Galvestx>n as an immigr9nt 
. . . Henry Johnson, who wns once a slaYll o• • 
plantation -in Richmond, Va., died af the age of 
109 in the State Infirmary at Cranston. JI. J. 

PARADE. Menhetten l iYff F'ourt~ Wer 1.oen drl"" 
a booat with one of lb fevorlt• tonne o f fanf are. 

New Yorl< City was beC>Olning alarm<d about the 
inc.ttasing size of its • bobby-eoclcs brigade·.­
b:>tcb ol young girls between the ages of tbirtee• and 
twenty who have run away lrorn hoDl• and bnng 
around late at night in the Times Square a~uso.rm:nt 
section. Detectives and policewom(lll. p1c~ed 

6 
u~ 

fifteen of the youthful tbrill-setk<n d~:::: ~ 
week-wd of a ~-up aimed at lreeplDg 
out o! trouble. 



Sinclair Weeks of Mas:sacfiu,.,tt:s, treasw'or of the 
Rtpublic:nn National Committee, took over by ap­
po<11t=•I the place left vacant in the U. S. Senate 
by Ji<nry Cabot Lodge, Jr .. who resignod recenUy 
to cnttr the Anny. The new Senator's.father was 
Secretllry of War in 1917-18. 

Wnl Rogers. Jc .. informed hls district leaden in 
Callfornla that he won't run foe re-election to Con· 
gr<tS· He plans to ie-enter the Anny as a lieutenant 
and go overseas to secve with his old outfit. 

A bench wanant was issued in Hollywood ordering 
\'ttOllica Lake, the movie dr.am girl, brought into 
oourt for ignoring a tid<et for speeding. 

Chari .. E . Wilson, chairman of the War Produc· 
tlon Board'• aircraft divieon, reported Uta! four· 
anotored bombers which once took 200.000 man hours 
to build now take only ,3,000, 

A fire, which Fire Chief Hugh F. Fisher said was 
probably started by a cigarette ·dropped in a waste· 
P"per bailing room, did $~.ooo damage to the State 
capll1ll building in Lansi.og. Mich. 

EUYIN' hundred textile workers returned to their 
)Ob& in .. ven mills at Fall River. Mass, after a nine­

-k strike. The Army, acting under Presidential 
order. had seized the mills a few days earlier. and 
Colonel Curti.s G . Pratt, in command, appcalod to 
the workers to get on wlth thei.r jobs as tho mllb 
bave bttn making inseet netting which is badly 
n<C<led by the armed forcos in the South Pacific. The 
stn.kc was the TCSUlt of a di.spute o~.r a. seniority 
cbme in the \\'orken' union contracL 

'fabuliatiOn of sales of Valontine cards at the P .X . 
at Mrtdlol Field, N. Y .. showed ~t GJs. by a ratio 
of t-;o to one, bought cards for their moms in prefer· 
once to anyone else. Wives ran second and girl 
friend• third. Lots of the cards destined to be sent 
to mothers c<>St a buck. 

There's not inuch that's comic in ChatlieCbaplin's 
life anymore. The famou.s movie comedian surren­
d•red at the Federal Building in T,.os Angeles to fa« 
clwgos of conspiracy and violating the Mann Act 
brought ~ him following his reported affair 
with his fonner protege, 24-year-<>ld Joan 
Bury. She claims that be is the father of her 
daughru. although a blood test has indicated that be 
" not. C\taplin is aocu5ed of depriving the gid of 
hoc constitutional rights by conspiring to keep her 
out of California and of taking her to New York for 
Immoral purposes. · While being li.ogerprinted, 
CbapUn was asked if be eared to ll1i,ltc any state· 
llll'llt for his public. The answer was no. 

Then: was better n ews about ""other comedian. 
Joe E. Brown returned to New York after travelling 
47,000 miles to entertain troops on the fighting fronts. 
HiJs trip, which took three months and_ included a 
month In Italy, involved stops in India, China, Iran. 
Iraq, Arabia, Egypt, Morocco, Casablanca, and 
South America. Said Brown : "You can't realize the 
lnsatiabl• appetite of our boys for entertainmet1t, 
and cltan entertainQ)ont is faJ- more acceptable to 
them than dirt-.. 

Wom.d about what you' re going to wear after 
tho war? • Raymond Twyoflort, chairman of tho 
postwu planning committee or the Tailors' a.00 J>&. 
signers' Association, said that pants. a.re 1!01ng to 
be mado with slide fasteners in their wa15tband1 
in order to take into consideration the fact tho.t a 
man 'is from three to seven inches thicker around 
the middle when he'• sitting than when he's 
standing. Hats will also be equipped with slide 
faatenen be said which will make it poMible to 
zip them' in two, 'flatten tbesn. and carry ~m in 
one's pocket thus savlog a lot on hat-clied< tips. 

lmperial Wmud James A. Colescott. of Atlanta, 
Ca., went on trial in Pittsburgh on a cbarxe of con-· 
apincy for ·attempting to revive the K!' Klux Klan 
in that city. C<>-defendo.nts In tho ~are Samuel 
C. Staunch, John V. Waite. and Frank ~- . '!'ltc, all 
of Philadelphia, and Walt>;r H. Klinnng, of 
Pittsburgh. 

Da . HowARO }iA.'<SON~ direct.Or of the Eastman 
School of Music in Roche11ter. N. Y.,d.clared that 

boogie·woogie music is harm~ an_d tba~ modern 
juke-box music is stirring up iuvenile delinque.~cy. 
"As rhythm gets too syncopated and oft beat. he 
said, ·~it increaseS the cmotioQ.aJ tea~ioo in the 
Ustcoer aod the dissonance favored by Jati playe~~ 
c:ombines with this to disturb the nervous system. 
So beware that juke box, Joo I . 

General Henry H . Arnold, chief_ of the· Anny !Jr 
Forces was awarded the Marconi Memonal Com· 
,,.. mo.:..tive J.fedal for outstanding sezvlcc in. the 6eld 
or radio telegraph. The award was made lD ""':"fl• 
nit.ion of the work he did in 1912 when. as ~ heu· 
t<nant at Fort Biley, Kan .. he ':"nt the first w1~eless 
m ... 080 from a.n airplane snd directed .6eld•artillery 
fire from the air. I 

One man was killed wben ~re ~estroyed a.. argc 
portion of the calwnet Hotel in P1pestono, Minn. 

l'vL. George C. Rahm, o! Camp _\.ce, Va., eon!C$Sed 
to police that be bad obtained money under W.. 
pretences by poling as Bill Shakespearo-the ronner 
Notre Dame football player. not that chap on the 
Avon. 

In Chicago, Mn. LeMy Laess won n divorce from 
her husband alter charging that every time she 
bcough t home a first-<:las.' st eak he accused her of 
ftirting. with tho butcher. lru~ o( just eating it 
and bemg glad to get it, the dope. 

When Carl Gebert, assistant man03er of a Kansas 
City hotel, tried ~o bounce a young lady custom& 
who was dancing 1n tho ballroom in slacks, she foiled 
bim by going into the powder :room, rolling her-slack$ 
above h~r knees, putting on her coa.t. and returning 
to the dance ftoor. 

In BostoO\, 93-year·old Guisoppc Palotti got his 
final ciuUlnship papers after lhzing rot 62 years in 
the States. He figurtd it was about timo. ' 

As an example to twenty-one air cadets who had 
just completed the first ball of a round-trip training 
mission be~n 'Texas and New York, Mayor F . Ji. 
LaGuardia, of the oartem city, cited the record of 
the Negro ftyen of tho 99th Pursuit Squadron in the 
European theater. 

Inability to produco a draft-registration card when 
questioned by FBI agents led to the capture of Ca'p· 
tain Wolfgang Hormann Hellfritseb, Cennan PW 
who escaped from a prison camp at Cnl<l&ville, Tenn., 
last October and had been wot:king undec an assumed 
name on a large farm near Le:xingtoo, Ky. 

Petroleum Administrator Elarold L . Ickes soid in 

PIONEER. Toll, brune tte Dorothy Wllllomo takes 
over the cont rols of a subway-elevated train. 

P hllodelphlo'1 first El motorwomon. 
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Washington that the Big Inch pipe line from Texas 
to Illinois bad delivered eighty-eight million ~ 
of crude oil to the East du ring iu tint year or service 
which ended a few days ago. He said that it wo~ld 
have taken a ~eet of 18,000 tank cars operating 
steadily throughout the same period to have done 
the same job, and remarked that t~c petroleum situa· 
tion in the East would have been "catastrophic" 
had the pipe line not been shoved through. 

IN PhllaJdpbla, nineteen-year-old William ~e. 
Jr., stood with folded arms in front of anooconuog 

railroad train, making a ges'ture wbich he figured 
would show the. girl friend who was with him bow 
brave he was. The trajn ground to a bo.lt a few leet 
lro-'1 Bold Willie. :rhe only hitch was that when bo 
looked aroul\d the girl had bent it. And the engineer 
raised 11n nw!ul stink. • 

Batbani Scully. star of the show: Blossotn Tin1a. 
slipped $300 under her girdle while playing a per· 
£onnaocc in Denver, Colo. When she looked for It 
after the show it was gone. Convinced it could not 
be the work of a pickpocket, police searched the 

· theater and found the missing moola in a trash ba..rrd. 
lo New York City, Mrs. Adele Hammerman, the 

youlhlul wire of a sailoc, probably saved the life of 
a 17-year-old burglar who was trying to make 
a quick gotnwa.y from her thlrd-Roor apartment by 
jumping out of the Window. She nabb,ed him by 
the seat of bis pants and kept him dangling there 
until the cops came. Who says the age ot chivalry 
is dead? • 

FIREWOMEH. In Laurel , Md.. It 's no lon1or 
"Firemen, Save My Child!" Mrs. G. Beall (loft) 

and Mr•. G. Hofmann are vamps now. 

WATER SKllHG. Ho, pal, th,la a in 't t he Thamoa. In fact, It'• Florido, or maybe yo u a lready guoHod It. 



GI Education (I) 
bear Y A;rfK : • 

\Vbat"1 going to be done for the ex-Serviceman in 
the way or education :a.fter the ""-ar> Here's my ca.se. 
for ex.ample : I had ju.st completed on-e y~r ol 

\ ,engineering ott a ~mte Oniversity when r entered the. 
Service. ~ly college savings will ba nearly e.x.ba u!tod 
when l lcnve the Anny. and my desire for education 
will not be to keen uolfta: r gd help. I'm sure other 
Cls who Jtft school and stepped into the ranks 
\Vilt not return to ::t clas!\:rOom unleu l:U'I atttactive 

offer ls made to them. ls then: any plan or prtr 
posal ~·b<rehy the edocotion·...idog Se<viceman will 
get official help after tho war ? 

• vt, IOI Jl'OM.P\ltlA 
HnrliH8an, Te;t. 

[Plam for helpin1 .,,., 'lettrans with their port·wu 
education ue: belni cottJld«rK by Nth State and 
Fetht-al Go'letnments. L.ast fall Praldettt Rooae¥-'t 
u*ecl Con1rea to ma•• It (lnand&lly feulble for ••· 
t erYlce.mtn and women to t pend one year' In a r:chool. 
~olltt•• tH.hnfcal inttlturlon or In tralnln1 Jn '" durtry 
at Fe.dual tXj>~e, with tho a.Id e.xtendod to, thrH 
year• In certain easer. Conrress h now worldnt on • 
b111 . 1....i • •this obJt<th'• · YANK h., *" mlll!lnr a 
llA"Y•Y of pl.am of Stat e IO'fernmettb llon1 these llna 
and h» found that 1ner1I States uo waJtlnr to ... 
what pro1ram Con1rar adopu before rolnr ahead 
with detall1 of thtJr own 1uPf1l•menu ry Mutation 
proin-.-Ed.J 

Cl Education (II) 
Dear YANX: 

I ,,·as aent to ASTP t o :itudy moc.bo.nicnl engineer-· 
ing. Ueing a college smduate I w 33 sent out at the 
e.od o! the 6r.st term with a reoommendation lot 
OCS. Howew:r. I was •hipped to the Second Alt 
Fortt and o.ssigned to a construction biltta1ion. Sin<'e 
then J have been trying to get -tramftrTCd to ~D out­
fit "'here I ca.o do the work J or which I was tmiotd, 
but last week l '"as told tha t the Second Air Force 
disallowed my translet. l want to do useful work, 
but if the Army doesn't ttcogoizc the ASTP gradu· 
ate. "·hy have him? 

Gowan F1'1ld. Idaho. 
(The ASTP l• not to b/1me. The auth«lty of tM 

ASTP t1tds at r raduatlon, a/Kl the problem of j>Vttln1 
you In th• Job th., Is mcnt likely to ""•flt from your 
new MowlH1• belonp to th Second AJr FMce .. 
Ywr "411 k< Is to 10 to U.. per....,,.i ofrltt< of Y""' 

C4ttf1t 111t4 ,_. a ,_,,,.,_,.. TM ASTP .. y• 
mort of tu mM are hln11r•w..d up • nd ,..,. In r ood 
/obs- Ed.J 

GI lducetlon (loola·lo'ol•) 
Dear YANK : • 

In answer to Lt. B. D. 's rceeot blttet letter in 
regard to Colleges and Future Vets, I should Ji.ke 
to take i.1un1e-with him on a few points . As a recent 
gradua te: of the Univer1ity whose proposal Lt. B . l?· 
labels as sinister, I tbould like to 1t11te that be 1s 
jumping to hasty and enon«>US ~luslons. ~ tb_e 
fint place. the very fact that Yale 10 the first mlU• 
tut.ion to even draw up a tentative propo$al for 
M ucat ing )>05t-war veterans, is indicative that that 
Univeraity 11t least has the btst intere!lts of veterans 
a t Jloart. 

-Lt. 8 . 0 . is batty in usuming that discrimination 
would he rile towards ve1Cratl!l. There is no indi­
cation that this woukl be the case. It is my belief 
that misunderstanding has arisen due to the follow· 
ing: Lt. U. D. may not be aware thn.t ,. unlike other 
universities nnd colleget, Yalt University has never 
accepted subsidies from either FedcraJ or State 
Governments.. Thus itt propc:ll!ed plan to help war 
veterans is new and difft:reot from other univertity 
admin.ig1rntioos. . 

1 " 'ould he the flJ'St to heartily endorse Lt . B . o. 
aud nny others a:; being entitled to any tduca tioonl 
program tpoosortd by the Govt:rumeot. Commen~­
tioo~ not di.acrim~tt0n. will be their Jot at all i.nsU· 
tu.lions, inclo<liog Yale. and ~ry dlort will be 
made to akl them. rather tb3n as he 5Llggcsts. bars 
::ind obsUcles (most of them imaginary, to be S\lte) 
to be plRced in their way. 

$/ .... . . "'· 
8ritaitt. 

GI C1..ti& In The Future Ten&• 
Dear YANK : 

brly eon is sure: to ask what I did in the war. I'm 
alr.ud J'm going to M.ve a tough tUne ans we ring 
him. I can 1tt myself stroking my chin, guing into 
oot.bingott1 and try~ to word my answer .90 my 
son an be proud or hll dad. 

You &OC, my son i.J sure to brag about me the way 
all sons do-jast like fa thers brag about sons. Jf 
be gets In ~ragging competition with the son of a. 
ma rine who~• been in Cuadakanal or the son o! an 
intu>tryman who has fought through hdl in T wiilia. 
I'm ;Jn.Id my little Johnny is going to ha•• a real 
job ma.king his dad stand on equal footing with 
the marine and tho inf3nt-ryman. 

I weU remember how we kid& aclcd duri~g World 
\ Var 1. h1y fa ther happened t o be J.S y t:a..B old . 
fie and a group of other men io the same age bracket 
formed an outfit which was ready to join up as tbt! 
<A>a.r tndod. l had a good e&:c:utc lot my .father 
bac.K in t.boso day1 when kids played Germans a_od 
Americans, not cops a nd robbers. 

You ft&, I'm wha t Uie Ari:ny calla a clerk . The 
name doesu•t look 50 bad in prln·t, but it ~ a 
funny 10Uod when you say " Army cJot:rk~.. ' Vben 
J"m visiting 0\ · pub :.ml someone. not too familiar 
wi1h the U. S. Anny Air Forces, .&pots my insignia 
with i t1 p."lir of winas. he always 1t.aks me wha t 1 
<lo in the Army. " Do you Ry?•• I say "No,., 
hop_iog the conversation wiU eod. Then 1 have a 
reeling my short answer has butt tomeooe's ~· 
so I elaborate and cz plaln, • rm a clerk.'' I fttl 
"-i!by·"-·as:hy and incompetent when 1 1ay it. 

I 'U never forget the day I vilitcd an English 
family. \Vhen ...,.e were at the dinner table. conve,... 
sation took its us"ual round o1 t rite ovents~and then 
plunged Into ,.,.ar. Being an American and ltom 
th:lt land ~'bich takes on such a ga.rpntoan aspect 
to many Englishmen. I took it oo myself to talk {or 

' 

all tbl gs Al7neri<ao and for al/ American IOldim. I 
. .n the Americans. -you can make sure of ~t. 

built up oing great g uns ~nd thinking to ~yaelt, 
~ . .y'~l~'r! not doing too bad here. yo~n' lellow,'' 

h o the inevitable happened. My spmto '"""'· 
w e appetite dJopped lower than the 1929 ltoclr 
my ket as J man:>ged a wuk "l'ft! a clerk." AD 
:::enc;. seemed to 5budder as I aa1d thooe _worch. 
The Statue of L iberty shrank to Lilhpoti.n 
measurements . . . b 

Oh to be a rip-roanng infantryma • a llOCOnd 
Serg~nt York, a pilot •. a. gunntr. a ta.!11' driver. l 'd 
like t o be able to oay T was a m«J\anj(:, an •rmnrtr 
or an ordna.nce man· 

J'm not c3sper Milqoetoa..tish . I've got a cleri 
complex. "h k "~. But I' ve got nn Jdea. \.,. en my son a~ e, v-...., , 
bow ~y Gecmansh~lidthy~u . do .away with? '' I'D 
c.ome right 00.ck to im JS way . 

••son one day I was alone in beadquaJ"tttS when 
a big, tough-looking German ~nne;d to the ttttb 
broke in. He b:td :;t. huge gun 1n ,his hand. l wa,. 
scnrcd j ust a little bit. Tbcn I pic ked up the pay 
.roU boOk a nd smashed him act oss the face with it, 
l threw furlough ~pt:ra. at hiol untiJ ~c was hlioded. 
J downed him with my last pen poro<. When ~ 
fell I picked up my robbeT stamp and plung«I n 
against his forehead. \Vben l pulled that m _mp 
a W'JY, there were big pa:rple )t"tters · ·CON Fl DEN~ 
TlAL-EQUALS BRITISH SECRET.' Son, let'• 
keep tbl.\ little talk 'lf ours that Wily." 

c.&. a. J. s.. 
Britai" · 

[lkln1 f• lr-mlrwled, u always, l>ut monJy *­
we are trylnf to head off U.. ,,_ of •MWerlnf 
lett••'-""• n.,.. that U.. , ,..,..,.,"" of clerb .. 
a1u•lty /WU from the P•dffc and Medtterranun 
h tt/o frona b.u l>ffn 1111 - Ed.J 

Can't We Cet This Se ttled? 
Dear YANK: 

!rt re.fly to Dick T racy .. s Boys' commeot on our 
Jane o Daily Mirror fame-please persuade our 
buddks. lkmstrin. Mendes and Puleo, to '34 
another look at Sad Sack's girl friend in )'O'lr -

of February 13. and teD 
us where they get the ldea 
that Jnne is cheap and 
common? 

Britain. 

The " lad " in chazge 
ol S.d Sack Y. pants is an 
insu_lt to the whole f~ 
sex in general. Had it 
been Jan e in that cartoon 
the meaning .wouJd have 
bren "an bile .. -but as 
it otands--wdl. • yoo 
ca"·n't mi!s it "--an 
you ? 

UMIY •IM4LI 

Mor• On The Power In Our Henda 
Deat VAJOc : 

1t .ea... to me Staff Sergeant W. f'. Cody'•,.,.,,... 
ing (" Mail Call," February 6) against the "wily 
demagOfJ"Uft " who would m isu.sc " the vaat polltiail 
power•• tha t the veterans of thi.a war couJd r.nwter 
ls timely and thought -provoking. 

The men and women in the AT'l'.Ded Forces. aJ.. 
though they att dccish··~. a.re oot alone in ~ 
this war. The skill and swe..t, the heartaches 
and 1one1y hours of the people back home are DO 
small contribution. The re'ad ju1tments and disloca­
tions. the mainteo3ncc of the peAce, and the building 
of a •• d«c:nt-worJd order " are the common probltms 
of all the people. 

\Ve are oot a Kparate class by virtue of our war 
-
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Arthur eldlu: A11hlllM l1anailn1 Editor. 51~ Jwuus LAND : $~. loM n K•~*Y· N AVY : Robert l . Schwuu, 
Sclllouh•u•r; Aul.ttaftl Alt 0.rectot, Sac. lblph Stell\: 

llRITISH EDITI O N 
Ylc, All•• Onard\111, c. 

Ptcu1r• •· Set- Leo Hofttltr, • • • ()MQr I•~: Lt. Col. fn.alla S. f.ont.ra. ....._ 
WASHtNGTON : sr; &rt AM.t:f"IOft., C,t. Qchat4 h wl. c,a. E411WM AMro'-. SC" O ..,.. lnat. c~ Jldt Mt.M,w : ..,... ....,.. &. Ha...,.. O..raua 1_._ Ollan : 

ITALY : Sa" G:'\• roiw.. SG,j lu,.eas Scott. Sat- l wu Coct tM, Cpl .toe C1i1nfllngt.am.. S11- llM Dnittioft, Srt- LoM-. """ DonW W , l.,ftOWI : '"" ' C•M. GirnW J, 
f • aftt-. Slt. Joh" r·• "'°· Al IW : Cfll. Tom Shth&11. Tom Re1t11na, Sat. '-" '1-Uier;!Jc· °'*'"'" l.. Horn.ff, P.otlt ~ A1111tra1ta. In l t.. J. N . li.gMt : lt1ly, Cape, "°"" 
CENTlA AFkJCA : Srt. Kel\fltth A\ Mu. CAlkO : Sii'- Sat. hul l.e¥1u . Sat. Loi.tit H < '•"- Sgt. Pete h.rt•, Scrod11r ~ Hawalt, Cap<. Chili• W. 8;11lthro pe : Caln>. C.,1. 
Wah.t t &.rnneln, C~. Al<hu ;cl Gtlt~ Sgt . St e"•A Otrry, Sgt. Waltu Pt c.n, c,a, Johl\ D. l"NltOt'I, 'Stt. Jot\" °"''" .. " • IM<tlkAN : S11. Al h11~pl. Jam" 'NtlU. INDIA : S' t. kola. Cpl. S1U1deno" Vudt:n&lt. Oflktr I" Ch..r, ., 
LI "'""'l"'tham-· Sac. • • R.idludtOft. SOUTI1Wl T tta.., DoftaW W . lt)'fllOLds. A4•rm ; '11 Upp.r ~: t. PlaMt. l.Sct.G-.rs ..,.,..,._ 3, Srt- vr.c-i 
PACIFIC: t '- Dof\ HatrltOft. St '-= ~t., C,&. lrook Streflo ~ W.I. A. w.a..c.. Sl&MI ~ .._ ~ ceof'I "-".... J. 1't. 
OukS.. Georr .. Set. Oki! ~· PA : $~ "-~· - .... 7'n$cL ... '· ~ ... ...... .._ lt<G""'~ DI._ Fotth, sr.; Oo,_, <ln<•h'J!. Ill, .,., • ., II. N.Y. •• Phoco. I • owt. IS., 
~· G~• N 1'4, HAWAII: , , , KM'le Kiner, pl, t.op O W1. ce11t.,-K~, "1ottorn '1anet. 1"- IH'· 17. top 

char4 I . lhnl, c,a. '""• L K<Kt.r.u1-. Sat. Johr1 A.. Llth•lfll row PA. ll>ottom one. 10, VPPH' 1-'t. f.lai..•\ CorC: 
CJl," 1111 A .. d. ALASKA : Sat. G~ N . H eyen. c,1'. ASCENSION ISLAND : Pfc. Ha\ G . lodl&l'I, PANAMA : 'Sat. 'M"' '" t•l\tff' rlt ltt. PA., '°wcr lel't, INP, loww rl& 
l\ob•rt Hcarlnr\o llkMUD.4 : c, t. WI llt.m '•"e du Iola. lott.n G . Ayan, CJI. A.ldl&rd Hl'rr lty. PUEATO ll~ : c,1. ~c. 11, ~PA. lower IHP. 



...,, 
·~·I!.·--..- ~ - -- - -- ..... -

I : ,.;,>~~ t ' • ~ • ,.. • ' 

M 
UCH 1 is the. eleventh birthday of the Luft· 
wa.tle. The vQoted Cftman alr force was born 
secretly in gliden and model- pl~,n's on March i . 

19331 aad alte.t two years of ca.relut 1uck.lin&. emerged 
poblicly on Much >. 1935. The lusty in!Ant tried lb 
tett:b oo tM derenselcss Spanjsb town of Cucrnic:a i.n 
1937, and went on to great combQ.t triumphs over 
helpl<ss W~w. Rotterdom, ('.oventry nod Bel­
(T3&. Here att some ol tho official hlrtbday tribute• 
paid .to the Luftwaffe on previous annivcf!S3.rie11 : 
Mwtft 1 1937-Herrnann Goering·I' Order 0£ tho 
Day t . : Tbe ne~· Cermft.n Lu(twallc is the eh11rpe1t 
instrument of wtir which \\fe cou.ld deve1op. \Vhcn the 
order comes to use it. it will be frightful . \Ve \\•ill 
swerar a !Olemn oath to our pt.'Op1c that there wOJ be 
nothing to deter us fro1n acting ruthli;uly :· 
Mitch 1. •939-Hennonn Goering's speech in &aeu. 
capital of the ltuhr: " First of all. I Jna.de sure tha.t 
the Ruhr, where pe<>Plo must work quietly. w!U get 
~safest protec:.tion. \Ve sho.\1 not expose t.hc Ruhr 
to a single bomb from enemy aircraft.'' 
Motdo I, 1940-Adoll Hitler"• speech to tho German 
people: "lr the RAF drops two. three or lour wos 
o! bombs. we will drop r50-18o-'l~3so-ycs, 

lefVice. \Ve i;an make a s-peei.&l contributio'!·. in 
that u soldiers - ·e have been forced tO face ruUues. 
&mi:. children. security, commooplaoe things we 
l2std to We tor granted. but wbleb summed up are 
•!ht pursuit ol happiness." these are precious to 
as becanse a ruthleSI aggreaor bu toro UJ •"·ay 
from tbtm~ As worktta, farmen, shopkeepers. cm· 
f*>Ym• as part ol ~group aJ>d every tendency 
m AmericaD life .. -e \\•ill be the stau.nc:hes:t fighters 
to giDnntee these sacred rl&hta to all Americans. 

~ WfWAM PoafMOY 

Cripe About l •incoah 
Dear y.._"" : can anybody tell me why tho QM didn't oupply 
tilt E."11 of tbe Army with • raincoot that giv .. the 
legs tome- protection 1 I can usure you that the 
bOys woo't mjnd the little extra weight of a few 
more iocbes of rubberized material "nd surely won't 
mind paying ta.xes for the extra cost per man af~r 
this is all over. Anybody in the ETO th•t does ony 
hiking ill the rain knows tM.t water runnJ03 down 
the lqgiags into the 11!1Cie1 does mono W lower 
morale than anything else that can be conceived or, 
othtt thao oo mail from his loved ones. 

Qll, I. H. UY MOHD 

Brit4lN. 

Crl.,. About Th• Missing le• CrH m 

°""' y""" ' . w. have just finished reading L•f• Mog .. ino daWd 
Dee:elnber 20, 1943, and wo !'8-n ~roee AD ~v~r .. 
tis<roent ol o dairy company titled lf yo~ lllco •to 
cream-read this," so naturally We read 1t. 

To qoott. this advertisement.: "A lot of the lco 
cream you baveo"t been g•ttlng 1Sgolng to our Arm<><! 
Forces'' 

We 'have been over he1" ror an urunention.able 
length of time a.ad we have yet to u1 ice c~, let 
~eat it. 

cripe A.bout Mou .. tnll" 
n...r y"""" ' 

We-.d in Y Al<I< about !he Cb "'ho bid W police 
up by caodle-Ufbt and that topped tbe ooo we were 
going to send m, whCD wo were glned lor • dirty 
Coal bucket." But lilUn why. 

Our 00 is & g.iy who insiste 01I o:J,uart.er'a ;~ 
meticulous!)! deaA uod -•. wltb It.cm 
in ito specific spot. Th<-re C&O be -u.c 00 the 

even -toe> tons of bombs- in ooe night-. And if they 
AY that- Jhey will attack German cities on 
a large .... 1e. t oay that we will wir oot 
thtir cities.•· 
Man:h I, 1941 - Jooeph Goebbels"• speec.b to tbe 
German people: .. Because of the Luftwaffe. in the 
Loodon underground tu.nucls today. people are 
ero"'<led--almost . on top of ·each otber-tbousaods 
of men. women and cbild.ren perisbi08 in dirt and 
mi5ery-an inferno of human suffering-)' 
March 1, 1942- Josepb CoebbeJS's spttcl> to the 
Co.nn3n people: "The Briti$h i:aids on German 
citJes will be paid OOck. ~toreover, the RAF is 
losing !IC) many aircraft ~nd crews in their sortie& 
over the Rclch and the Occupied Countries that. the 
question is only bow long they un. afford to carry 
out aucl1 actio~." 
M1rch 1. 194l-An offitjal statement on the· Luft· 
waflc's anniversary by the Radio Zecscn: .. The 
Re.ichsmarshal, Hermann Goering. ca.n rightly claim 
that tbe .Luftwaffe is the strongest and numerically 
the largest :.Lit force. io the world. lt has proved its 
superiority, aud it ha$ been victorious in many 
theaters or war, under widely differing conditions 

, 

Boor or on shelves except those things which lave 
hit official sanction. 

A CI discovered that when b~ pot th•t pack>.ge 
from home in his~ bag under bis bun.lo, a 
moute was beating him to the goods. So he put a 
mowet.rap on tbe ftoor bad< ol tbe ba.m>eks bag 
where the mouse """3.S fD05t likely to go. Next day 
the impocting officer came arovnc:t armed with • 
11.uhlig&t. M·•· and tho poo< GI got gigged !or 
.. mousetrap on floor. '' So next day. in order to 
bave °""rytbiag .. speci&d by CO. h°" had mouse­
trap neatly bung from ~ing by single white con!. 

wood clean and all metal polished. exactly four (eet 
off floor \\•ith all pertinent parts facing door by which 
inspecting officer v.·ould ~Jite-r. _ ~o.w in hell are we 
gonna catch mouse? "Even BritiSh m ice are beginp 
ning to wondt:t what we'tc up to. 
Brlttil,., WOUJIO ,.rv,.n 
Crl!Ht About Y AMK'5 lnditc•nt La1111ua11• 
Dear YANK,; • 

ln regards to indecent t.nguage used in 410trte or 
yout articles. 

We as a group have re.aolv~ to call you_r attention 
to th1'I I.act. Wo are au admiren1 and great ~" 
cJ our Acmy Weekly. and there are many tb1ng1 
in 'it which make us feel proud of it. Bu:t Y ANK'5 
coOJtaot use o! smutty •!ant ond b3d language. and 
c:specla.ny the vain ute of ;the 'L?rd'.s ..na.me ha.s •t 
times ma.de us feel oot a little bit disgusted. . 

\Ve a.re fighting- to ketP, the world Crom reve:rtil?g 
"°"k to the • dark a&es· · We believe tb.,.. is still 
Iota of room (or c.\11ture in our ~P land .and ·~ 
our civilian MW Army popu~tiOn. Let. I begin ~ 
lfn.proviog our~· You can eet ~ great:;::: 
io thia by tho .... or~ laogua«e~m.::o be ~ 
Aa a whole we Amet)(::&AS are sup 

. . . Tho teeurlty ol all C•rmany. in fact, depends 
on tho Lultw•ffo." -...:. 
March I, 19U -Ofl\cl&I anniversary greetiag1 to the 
Luftwaffe !tom other interested a.ir !ofc:cs: • 

4,348 Lultwat!e p!Ancs destroyed by the RAF over 
Brital.o; 

i.7•6 Lultwat!e planes destroyed by the RAF over 
Europe; 

10,000 Lu{twat!e plan .. destroyed by tbo RAF 
and the U. S. Aany Air Forces in tho MediWTa11ean 
aJ>d tho Middle I!&St; • • 

t .o88 Luftwaffe. J>lanes d..troyed by tbe British 
Navy aod Fleet Air Arm; 

5.000 Lultwalle planet detttoyed by tbe U. S. 
Army Air Forces over Europe; 

iJ,OOO Luftwa4e plan<$ destroyed by tbe Red Air 
Force ~nd the Red ~y ovtt the .Ea.stern Front .. 
the Re1eh. the Oc:cup1ed and S...tdUte cou.ntries; 

.,6,500 tons of bombs dropped on Germany by 
the RAF; 

•3,500 tons or bombs dropped oo Berlin by the 
RAF; 

2,500 tons or bom"' dropped on Berlin by the 
RAF in the blga.ett raid in hf3ti>ry on February 16, 
~~; 

1.Soo ton3 of bombs dropped on Fmnklurt by tbe 
U. S. Eighth Air Force, Ju the biggeat d•ylight mid 
in history; · • 

.5.1 percent of potent.i,31 Luftwaffe fighter produc~ 
tion de•troyed by daylight roids alone; 

J to t air 11uprtmacy for the United Nn.tions op aJr 
European lrouts: 

'2,000 U.S. hen.vy IJombers (plus all nece.i;sary ' 
accompanying figh.ter1 nnd medium bombers) with 
orders to complete tho cx~crn11u.atlon o( the 
Luft.watle. 

Happy birthday, Httmann. 
Moy it be your Wt I 

• A.CCOl.DIMG fO OfllCW. rlGUllU l.lLl.UtD l't' ntl lltrlSH 
Alll MlHIST'l't', fHt llJTISH ltUHllT'lY Of IHfOIJMTIOtf A.HD 
THI U. I. dMY Alll fOlCH.. ., 

best educated In !he world, and i-r lang""8• smadts 
o( the moron, \Ve know rt,hcse expressions aren' t 
u.!ltd in front of your mothen and sisten. 50 why 
f{et into the habit of sayin& them to each other? 
Britai... Gt lllLI OllQISSIOM Gt.OW 

c,;.,_ About Allotm• nh 
Dear Y A)IJ( : 

I do hope this ktter it rod by aom«>oe who will 
enlighten .ever.ii hundttd of u.s boys "'ho are in 
the £TO and are in.the aame predicament a.a [. 

I am not in the habit of griping. especWly where 
so many can know about it. But there is one thing 
I would like to find out. ' 

\Vhen we wete at our P .O.E . we were ndely 
a.routed from an. interuting 1tS1ion of bunk f.atigue 
and ma.rcbed in formatioa to a rqlmental meeting, 
which carried on for about an bour. 

\Vt wttr givt11 a ltcture. by tome lieuteo.i.nt whose 
main subject wa1 to be on the ma.king of aJlottntnta1 

insurance. and the purcluue of war bonds. I have 
nothing at all againJt the obje<tive he bad in mind. 
In. fact, 1 thought enough of it to stand io line 
(or nearly an hour to 1ign up for 1n allotment and 
monthly putcha.se o( a war bond. 

According to hl1 story, our allotments would reach 
home io three to 1lx weekt. ~ty allotment has been 
taken out o( my pay tin~ December 1st. and to 
this date not one cheque has reae.hcd home. lio.ve 
the connections between the P.0.E. and \Vashington 
been 'mysteriou&ly severed, or ,.,."'' th.is just a gag 
to put some moro men in the " grey-bn.ired •• clasSifi. 
cation, giving them eomething m,ore to worry about, 
besides what many of them tlltt:1tdy b.3ve1 

I ( an allotment tal«n out In the ETO t:)D go 
thr:ough And be 1trv.ightened out in a month's time. 
wb;t.t on earth ia W'J"C)Dg wlth tho&e that were ~ken 
out at th• P.O.E.1 
Bn toin. ~. GIHRT 

Cripe About l .H.l.P. 
Dear YAN1t: 

\Ve are writing you in reg&nl to an incidmt th.3t 
has taken pl&ee recently in our out.lit, whk:.h "'t 
think 11 quite unfair. It la in rcfcreACe to the orpniz .. 
ing of a non-coms• club, which provides recreation 
&nd refreshments (or tht:m. \Ve, .u priva.tct. think 
this is qoite unfair In thr. rapect: there a.re clubs 
forc:ommi.a:k>ned officers, clubl for non.-commillioned 
offittrw. oo why not one for the i-r private I After 
an we are In thil war together and we thould lhatt 
and share alike: 
BrifM•. TWO llO HtAOS 
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Cpl. Clof~'s friends, Stewart and Magericurth, show you 
wNf on umpire'"• life is lilco wlt~n Durocher pops off. 

N ORTHERN IRAN-Ten years ago a bunch 
of kids were playing baseball on Bed­
ford Avenue.,. few blocks away Irom 

£!)bets Field in Brooklyn, when suddenly a 
bystander broke up the game. "The Dodgers 
lost a close one to the Giants and they're 
goMa beat up the umpires!" he yelled. The 
nut minute the Bedford Avenue gang was 
on its way to see the massacre. Among the 
gang was a co1·poral now serving his country 
1nd Brooklyn in Iran; he was a skinny kid 
and bis name was Charley Clark. 

The kids gathered around the players' en­
trance at Ebbets Field and waited for the 
umpires to appear. The crowd had tomatoes 
lor ammunition. The door opened and the 
umps walked out with two cops on each side. 
The crowd closed in and the cops, Brooklyn 
bred and born, moved aside. AU hell broke 
loose. The crowd bombarded the umps with 
tomatoes; they screamed "Robbers!" and 
they ltick:ed them in the shins. Young Char­
ley Clark watched all this and he noticed one 
thing. The umpires didn't try' to duck the 
crowd. Instead they walked sedately to the 
cab at the sidewalk. From that day on Char­
ley Clark wanted to be an umpire. 

Instead of putting Ruth and Hornsby in his 
scrapbook, Charley saved pictures of Klem 
and Moriarity, and when the Bedford Avenue 
kids gathered around the players' entrance 
to get the autographs of the big stars. Clark 
waited, alone, for the umps. 

When the umpires were sure that Charlie 
wasn't a stooge from Flatbush with a stink 
bomb in his pocket, they started to talk to 
lum. Bill Stewart and George Magerkurth 
became his pals, and when he gr.iduated 
from high school they persuaded Matty 

Schwab, groundskeeper at Ebbets Field, to 
give him a job. 

Within a few months Clark became an 
umpire' s assistant. He laid out their clothes 
before the game, rubbed the baseballs with 
soi) and water to take oft the smooth gloss, 
and he listened to all the umpire lingo. He 
wanted to be an umpire now more than ever. 
One day be went up to Bill Stewart and told 
him about it. 

· .,Son," said Stewart, "ta'ke up some njce 
trade like lion training. Al'\ umpire's life is 
like being married to 10 women all at once-­
and all of tnem throwing kitchenware. Do 
you want to live all your life being chased 
out of town, getting hit with pop bottles, 
having your own kids boo you. and getting 
callouses on your cheeks from whiskered ball 
playe.r's shoving their pusses in your face?" 
Th.eh Ste.wart asked as an afterthought, 
''H ave you ever thought of bein' a missionary 
in a leper colony?" 

Charley couldn' t be swayed. He wanted 
to be an . umpire. Even when he landed the 
job of announcing for the ball park. he still 
looked at the austere black robes on the field 
below with tonging. 

Shortly alter Pearl Ha.rbor Charley Clark 
enlisted. The umpires gave him a farewell 
party and Just before he said good-bye, Char­
ley a~ked Stewart one favor. "'If I get back 
from this mess, .Bill, will you try and gel me 
a spot in some minor league, umpiring?" 
Stewart promised he would. 

Charley was assigned to the 730th Railway 

Operating Ba_ttallon and placed in head­
quarters. His outftt moved overseas. A few 
months ago they fprmed a softball league and 
as soon as Clark heard of it, he parked him­
self on the Special Service doorsteps; when 
they opened up he volunteered tor an um­
piring a.ssignment. He got it. 

Charley was a damned fine ump-just. calm 
and tough. But, gradually, Clark begaq to 
Jose his friends. The fellows at headquarters 
would only talk to him thr~ugh channels and 
the mess sergeant never gave him a full dish 
of the monthly lee cream. By the time the 
play-olfs came around, Charley wu only 
tatklng to three male Red Cross workers and 
the chaplaln. 

His company, which, incidentally, had a 
good ball club, plll)led in the finals and Char­
ley worked that game. In the sixth inning. 
Charley called one of his boys out on three 
straight strikes, with two out and the win­
ning and tying runs on third and second. The 
opposing \tam came back In the seventh and 
won the ball game on a run scored by a guy 
who received a walk from umpire Clllrk. -

Right now Bill Stewart's friend. Charley 
Clark, ls in a bad way. The boys have moved 
his bed to one end of the barracks and are 
building a screen around it. Even the three 
male Red Cross workers aren' t talking to him. 
They had a few rials on his outfit. 

But Brooklyn citizens are stubborn. "I'm 
still gonna pe an umpire.'' Clark says, ·•even 
if they put me on detached serviee and the 
chaplain stops talking to me." 

Sgt. Joe 1.4vi• and Sgt. llay llobinsan have started double no-hit kid (once rejected because of 
a six-week refresher In basic training at stomach disorder), into the Navy; Van Ling lo 

Camp Sibert, Ala., to prepare them for an over- Mungo, the Giants' old fireball hurler from the 
seaa tour of combat zones .... Capt, Jimmy lrad- Dod,ers, into the Army; Vl'llil (Fire) Truck

11 
De-

dock has Just gone on rec- trolt s strike-out specialist ( 118 last 5cnsonJ in-
~illill""' ord with a prediction that to the Navy; Al Miloar, St. Louis Browns' Idly 

Cpl. lilly Conn will box into the Army .... Rejected: Jimmy Fox•, forme; 
the ears off Louis if the American League home-run king, because of 
'var keeps them apart severe sinusitis; Oris HocJcettl Cleveland ou,t-· 

CLOSE CALL. A/C Ted Wiiliam., now on the Anal 
lop of flight training at Pensacola, Flo., olmo1t c.roc:ked 
up te(•ntlr when he 1rorted to tok..._off w}th ~is ":'int 
._,.. lowered. Hr• instructor caught h im 1n ttme, 

for another two years. fielder, because nf an old knee njury .. .. Reclas-
. .. Someone has just discovered that Lt. Gon. sifled 1- A; Jug MtSpadon, winner of the recent 
JoMph Stilwell, the CBI commander, used to be Los Angeles Open Golf Tournament; 1111 Johnson, 
an Eastern Intercollegiate League basketball of- Yankee third baseman and rookie of the year • 
ficial and once served on the rules eomm.lttee. . . . l illy Herman, second baseman and key ·man oi 
Fronk L.ahy the Notre Dame coach1 leaves any tl)e B~ooklyn ,infield; Rudy York, Detroit's slug-
day now fo~ Sicily and Italy where ne will show gmg first baseman and 1943 home-run champion· 
films of Notre Dame's 1943 football games. . . . Kon O'Ooa, who hod become the Cardinals' first~ 
There's a $200-per-week broadcasting job wait- string catcher through the drafting of Walker 
ing for Sgt. Barney Ross when he gets his COD Cooper; lill Lohrman, former Giant pitcher traded 
som~ time this spring . ... One .of the l~ things ·las~ Sepilon ~ the Dodgers; Dom Dallenandro, 
that Mal Grog Bayi"9ton, the Marine Hying ace: Chicago Cubs outfielder . ... Promoted: Sgt1• Max 
did befo;e be was 1.eported missing in action was and Buddy ~er, physical-training Instructors In. 
to accept the St. Lou1s Cardinal baseball caps - tile Air Seryiee Co"!mand, to staff sergeants at 
for his "Black Sheepp squadron ... . You prob- Patterson Field, Ohio .• .. Tronsferred: Cojlt. 
ably won't believe it but the No. I aport in the Granny lanodoll, Southern California's 1939 Rose 
armed forces la billiards. Table tennis is next, Bowl star, from tho Central Mediterranean Air 
then ln 0. rder: outdoor tennis (especially popular Fo~ce to. Santa Moni~, Calif:• for. reassjgnment; 
with pilots), basketball and softball. . ., En11gn lilly Sao,., retired rn1ddlewelght champ, 

lnd...:ted: Johnny Vandor Moor, ClnCUlllall s fro~ Nome. Alaska, to the Statu !or reassignment . 
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The veterans of the Solomons who pass through this 
replacement center. in the South Pacific, on their way 
back and forth from combat areas, give out plenty 
of interesting details about the line art of Jap lighting~ 

By Cpl. BARRETT McGURN 
'( ANK Staff Correspondent 

N E\V CALEDONIA - This replacement·center 
camp, snug at the foot or about 1,000-foot 
heights that remind you of Wyoming until 

you see the grass-roofed houses and barefoot na­
tk'OS. is a good plat(! to get your first inside tips 
on \\!hat to expect. when you go into .action 
against the Japs. 

'Through these gates pass veterans of all the 
Solomons campaigns. most ot them bound back 
to.the j ungle front afle1· rest 01· recuperation al 
th~ rear. Through here also come fresh· troops 
Iron'\ the States Who have a chance, at the PX or 
the Red Cross service club. to preview the island 
fighting in bull sessions with those who have ex­
perienced iL 

••Jails," obsen•ed Cpl. Andrew Czajikioski of 
Bridgewater, Mass.. a member or the 89th Field 

l'AGE 2J 

AJ·tiliery. ··al'e the cJj?veresl fighters., and yet 
they're the stupidest." 

Others, sprawled along the walls of the pyram­
idal-tent CP, agreed_ . Czajikloskt fought the 
Japs tv.10 months on the ·canal and for six '''eeks 
this past summer at Munda, Ne\v Georgia~ 

"They do the most foolish things." he said. 
·'They"ll sacrifice a lot of men to ftnd where your 
positions arc, and then they"ll try to take them 
with a small force. The J ap figul'cs one Jap is 
belier than 10 Americans."' 

One Jap group seemed lo think It could take 
the cavalrymen in ~he 25th Reconnals.'3nce 
11·oop on the 'Canal by filling the nir with horri­
ble yells. J>\'.t. Norman Jenniogs of Evansyille, 
Jnd .. said. Starling at 0430 one morning with a 
murmur-ed poW·\~O\\~ in a hoUo,,• bel~\v the 
American _positions. the Japs be11n lethng out 
blood-curdling screams in an increasing tempo. 
F inally, uuering a steady stream of cries. the 

Japs started •hooting and running up the hill to· 
ward the 25th. The outfit's machine guns took 
care of them. · 

"But somcumes they're crafty. too:· insisted 
Cpl. Harold Hannum of Cheswold. Del He has 
the Purple Heart !or a mortar.shrapnel \\IOUnd 
that he received in his head after four tough 
weeks at A1·und~l aJ'.ld Ne\.\· Georgia in August 
a~d September with the 27th Infantry of the 25th 
Drvislon. 

0 We '''ere ~Jtting on the beach at Arundel t3 
of us 1n \\\'O. machine.gun positions.'' Han~um 
said ... An antitank outfit got pinned down on a 
littl~ island offsho\·e so \Ve tried to release them 
by opening tire. They got out all right with some 
wounded. but when we opened tire the Japs di;. 
covered our positions. Next morning they opened 
up on us \Vith hea\"y mortars." 

The firsl shell from the Jap mortars fell I 0 
yards from his position, and . the next t\\'O 'vert" 
only se,·en yards a\vay. 

··You felt the concussion l'aise you off the 
ground,•· Hannum sa.id. 

The ·enemy took full ad" antage of th• peculiar 
Jungle t.rees on New Georgia, Hannum added. 
These forest giants ha\·e roots that \eave the 
trunk above ground level and reach out like 
arms. The Japs would crawl beneath the bfi roots 
with a machine JUn and pile a foot-thick roor or 
coral over the tdp . ... One Jap looked llkt he had 
a castle in there;· Hannum said. 

These emplacements resisted small-arms and 



moriar fit•. bul they couldn't resist flame-throw. 
in( tank•· The m~jor ha~dicap of these root huts 
trorrt the Jap p0mt of view was \hot large mn­
ehm• guns could not traverse well Inside or.them. 
The\' had to use a narro\\r lane of ftre. 

seconding Hannum's words Wa& Sgt Lester 
Gord!1ein cf C~llinsville, Conn., who sa,.; round­
tM-<lOCk figh\1~g on Rendova and New Georgia 
tor two weeks m July as a member of the 169th 
!nllllllrY of the 43d Division. 

·In some pillboxes they were really dug in­
·.,,,ghl or 10 feet deep," Goldstein said. "They had 
three or !our layers_ of coconut trees over the 
po$ition.s and coral on top of that.'' 

Goldstein suffered contusions and fractured 
IJplllfD\s of the neck. and a slight shrapnel 
wound in the leg. 

··The 6rst night on New Georgia, the Japs got 
snto oar battalion area and thre\,. hand grenades 
around." he said. "They used machine euns, 100. 
They killed three of our men. We had orders not 
10 fire back because it ,,·ould give a\vay our post. 
tions and v.'e might hit our O\Vn men. We "'ete 
('Urled up in our foxholes wlth a n'lachete in one 
hand and a payonel in the other. The second 
night v.·e lost three or four men and on the third 
nighl we lost nine." 

On the third night some Japs crept too clos~ 
ID £oxholes and the Americans dragged them in. 
Finally. after two weeks or this guessing game. 
orders went. out to open an at lack. The Japs \\1e1~e 
a.llowed lo filter through lhe pel'imetc1· defense, 
then the battalion Jct them have h with al l guns. 
MDre than 200 Jai» were kliled. 

W, atN the Jap d igs a foxhole he wi ll cany the 
dirt as much as 200 or 300 yards so that the 

ei«:avated earth wilJ not give hlm away, said Pvt. 
Se:h Beeker of Huntington WoO<!s. Mich. Beeker 
fought four weeks on Vella Lovella in August 
and September as a member or the 35\h Infantry 
of the 25tb Division and v.•aa hospitalized \vhcn a 
Jap mortar shell pitched him through a patch of 
\•ines_ He suffered concussion and bac;:k Lnju_ries. 

One Jap \\'as "from here to ac1·oss the tent 
a~·ay from me." Beeker said, lndlcatin& the 15 
feet to the other side or the t.ent ln \\•hich v.1e 
we1e ial.king. The first that Beeker knew or the 
sruper was ··a crack l'ighl by my ear as it some­
one took a ne~·spaper and slapped me over the 
ear:· Beeker tried to locate him but, hidden in a 
(ylindrical three-foot foxhole under natural.foli· 
a.ge, 1he Jap \\ra~ invisible. 

-But lheo r heard a crack as he opened his rifle 
bolt.- Beeker said. "I took the top o! his head 
ng." o11:· 

Beeker said his company "'could have done a 
hello! a lot more" If at had not been handicapped 
10 niib: ligating by ammunillon that "Rared hke 
a llante lhrower .. One Jap force that "we could 
ha'" g1>no right through in dayllme Red all day 
and then made a stand at dusk.'' he related 
·They threw everything but then· chow at us, .. 
ht said. and finally 1t \\'as ncccuary "to m~ke 

''When w• tlvg itt that nigltt, w• 11u4 0111 
ha&cfs:. Corr y-011 llH your horrd• 'o dlg1 
Att4 lriow-when you hov• to.'' 

th at strategic retreat kno\\'I\_ as gei­
ling the hell out of there: · 

Pfc. John Manocchio of Cleveland, 
Ohio, made a comment \hat should 
interest G!s in basic \Vho complain 
they need the full-size shovels and 
picks from the trucks instead of the 
small pack shovels lo dig tl'leir fox­
holes. He spent July and August in 
the jungle war on Ne\\'" Georgia.. 

H-When \\·e reached the so·called 
village of LambeUi." he said, "we 
bivouacked 200 yards Crom the Japs. 
We got there about 1700 hours. 
\Vhen \\Te dug in that night \\'e used 
our hands. and we \\'e.re very quiet 
about it. Can you dig with your 
hands! And how-when you have 
to.'' 

Manocchio said Japs like to get· on 
American nerves. By eavesdropping 
in the daytime. they pick u.p names 
or the meri and then call them all 
night. 

Jennings told ot another J ap 
trick: ·'In your foxhole at night 
you'U hear a voice 'Got a match!" 
You·re apt to ansv.~er withou t think· 
ing, ·No, I haven't. You're not sup­
posed to smoke anyway.' Then 
you're liable lo have a grenade drop 

· in o n you." 
The proper lhmg to do, Jennings 

snid, is to lie quietly . "Then, if they 
come up to you., pUl a eouple of 
grftnades In their pocke\s." 

Despite lhe difficul ty of spotting 
camouflaged Japs, they nre not too 
dangerous, Cpl. John Dore~ of 
Brockton, Mass.. comment'ed. "The 
foliage is too thick in the jun le for 
them to draw a good bead.~' hi;' said. 

He had 23 days of com~al al 
Munda with the 27th lnlantr;t, 25th 
Division. His outfit made an i.1nsuc­
ces.stu1 attempt to throw a road 
block across the main Jap casualty· 
evaeutian trail 

The one medic in the crowd \\'as 
Isl Sgt. Joseph Lodge of Columbus. · 
Oruo, a member of Headquarters f 
Detachment, 112th Medical Bal· 
talion. He spent seven weeks on New Georgia. 
July 10 September. 

·-we were \\•orking unde r some very ruued 
conditions up there--rain, mud, roads hardly 
pas.sable,"' he reported. ··we evacuated some 
casualties t\VO or three miles by litter before they 
got to a jeep trail.-

Our artillery 4re,v top praise from the vet­
erans. 

"At Munda," said Cpl. Aaron Drucker of Glen· 
dale. N. Y., '·the artillery really had the Japs 
running." 01·ucker, a J!le.n'\ber of the 27th 1nfan-

• 

" 0111 <optoin went Jo p o int PW a rr his bock. 
When lte put tit• btusfl ogolnsl It, tfle Jop 
scteomeJ. He tflo u9ltt II w as: o lcnife." 

try. was ln action t\ve weeks there in August and 
September. 

At Vella Lavella the story \Vas the same; 
aare..d T .4 Donald Allhclde o! Detroit. "The ar­
tillery opened up, and the Japs took off. They 
left the rice in their mess kits. They even left 
their packs. They're really afraid of the artil· 
lery. Thal 64th Field Artillery really did some 
shooting for us:· 

Al\heide was In Company D, 35th Infantry 
2.'ith Division. All In all. he said. Coll\pany O 
'·didn't have too much trouble with the Japs: 
they l'&n too fast:' 

··one lhlng hoppened that shows the Japs 
aren't always \Yllling to die," Altheide.,-c-ontinued. 
··we captured A Jap, and our captain went to 
paint P W on his back. When he smoothed the 
Jap•s back and put the brush against it. the Jap 
sc1·camcd. ~c thought it \\'BS a knife. He kne\11 
\\1hat \VOuld have happened to one ot us in that 
position. We gave him son1e c igarettes anO the 
captain got a fotlguc hat and put It on the Jap's 
head ond then he stopped crying." 

The J ap wn• " sailor Crom a barge sunk off 
Vella Lavellb. 

Cza)ikioskl, us the only arlillerymnn p1·csent, 
reca lled proudly that Jap pl'isoners asked to see 
" the automatic arllllci·y" after his outfit got off 
39 rounds In three minutes. 

-

-

P FC. JOHN FAULLA of Ridgefield, Conn., a .mem-
ber o! the 35th ln!antry, 25th Division. who ... 

saw two months' action on the 'Canal in Its 6nal 
stages, had whol amounted 10 the last word. 

"Don't lake too many chances on them playing 
possum.'' he advls~d. "If you shoot them, you 
golla go up and suck a knlCe In them to make 
sure they're dead. One or the fellows in our com. 
pany shot 8 Jap officer and when he went up to 
the Jap to lake his saber, the Jap officer reached 
up and grabbed him by the 'throat. It was a cl00<> 
call, but he pulled the Jap's saber out and stuck 
it In his belly. After that we didn' t give them a 
chance. We Just put enough bullets in them to 
make sure they were dead.'' 

l'AGE 23 ~ 



"Wlll. WH•T THE HEll•s THE IAATTER Wini YOU ?" 
_,._.., ' · w. a&.h 

··1 0011·T THINK -MUCM OF YOUR N•VIG•rreH. CHUM!'' 
- $fill , ... G. t..Attow 

"HE S•YS FOR YOU TO T•KE THE MARIUS OUT OF YOUR MOUTH. SIR.," 
_,..._ 0..-t fle11Miy 

--------- I . .. () .. 
-- J. 

~ 
.... ..... 
~ 

'"' 
(} 

;,;;, 

"' , ... ON-7 Wlr'llf I 
~ ;,.IAteU. , ... 

... ~ .. 
jJ D 1· , 

" FRANKLY. MAC. YOUR SUNBURN )HTAIGUES ME." 


