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SUBJECT: BRIEF SUMMARY REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PARARESCUE TEAMS
AND THE PART I PLAYED IN ASSISTING IN THIS EFFORT.

l.At the time the Air Transport Command (later called MATS)
was interested in fqrming the Air Rescue Service I was still cverseas,
I received PCS orders to report to ATC Hqtrs. as a consultant in the
formulation of the ARS.This was during the period of Feb. 1946 to Oct.

1346. (See attachment #|1 for confirmation of this period of time and

assignment/.

2. In October 1946 I left the service. In early 1947 Col.Dick =
Kight, then C.0. of ARS, contacted me and invited me to reinlist in
in the ARS and assist in establishing Pararescue teams and training

facilities for such teams, as well as Land Rescue Teams. This I did in

June_ 1947. (See att.ach,ment, #2). /-,"g,uﬁf 5/33&‘1\/’ Cecre ﬁUBB/}ﬂ«D ‘TB
WAPD, TR SURPYROWSKi, anmes CUAR:
3. The first pararescue personnel were sent to the US Forest =<
Service Smoke jumpers School at Missoula, Montana for instruction in
advanced parachuting, use of protective equipment and clothing, tree
Y landings and let-down techniques. W.5 SM/ﬂ"{) RiCHAR > 57(/06‘/// Hol D ET
_ @ & B

CED‘ 4. The firé%j;ararescue teams were established and ready for «<—

field assignment in the last half of 1947 or early in 1948,

5. Jwl948 I was placed on TDY to the Pentsagon to design a <«
career program for survival specialists. MOS 3383. I don’T remember
whether or not the pararescue personnel were then given this MOS or
not. At that time we established career progression in this MOS to

Chief Warrant Officer.

6. In July 1948 I received a direct commission and assigned

as Chief, Pararescue Section, Operations, Hqtrs. ARS.
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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF SURVIVAL. TRAINING IN THE USAF.

In 1943 Richard Howard (now Prof. Howard of Harvard Univ.) and =
myself were assigned to an Aero Medical research and training staff
under the USAAF School of Applied Tacties.in Orlando, Florida. At
that time we were Army Air Corps personnel and at that time survival
training was not only non-existant in the USAAF but had received nro
consideration by any command. Information regarding ill-fated aircraft
missions in the south pacific was channeled to the School of Applied
Tactics for analysis. Such ii:formation often included data regarding
the failure of aircrew members to survive a bailout in an isolated
tropical environment though suffering no physical injury in the bail-
out or crash landing. “rum i.ais information Dick and | decided there
was a high priority for some type of survival training school which
would develop curricula and instructors for unit level training
schools throughout the south pacific command as well as CONUS units.

Our first attempts to Jjustify such a school to the powers that be were
met with failure through the disapproval of the commanding officer of
the School of Applied Tactics who continually referred to the USAAF as
"that god-damned air arm". However in late 1943 the Pentegon dispatch-
ed a team of General officers and their staffs to visit all Army Air
Force schools to determine those schools requiring expansion, those
which were obsolete and should be closed and to identify requirements
for new training programs resulting from on-going WW IL air combat
experiences. Dick and I were permitted to.make a very short present-
ation as to the need and design of a survival school to meet not only
the requirements of south pacific operations but ‘air opetations 1in
other potential areas. Shortly after this inspection team returned to
Washington, D.C.the Pentegon issued a directive to the C.0. of the
School of Applied Tactics (same .fellow who referred to the 1ASAAF as
"that god-damned air arm") to provide the necessary administrative

facilities for Dick and I to conduct research, design curricula and <
establish the first survival school in the USAAF. (Shortly after the

school was in full operation Dick - assisted Frank and John

Craighead in establishing the Navy's survival school at Pensacola,Fla)
The official designation of the AAF school was either in late 1943 or
early 1944. I don’t remember the exact month. The school was placed
directly under the command of Donald Flickinger (now retired AF Gen.)

The first students trained by the school staff were personnel
equipment officers, who in turn were responsible for establishing unit
level survival training programs throughout the AAF. The academic
phase of this training was at Orlando with the field training on
Hypoluxo Island, adjacent to Lantana Florida. About a year after the
school was initiated I was assigned to the China, Burma, India theater
to lead a jungle rescue team in Upper Burma in the Kachin tribal area.
The progress and events related to the school from that time untill

after WW 11 are unknown to me.
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Immediately following WWIl there were drastic cuts in

military personnel, programs, and units. The School of Applied Tactics <«
was amongst those units deactivated. However a few new organizations
were formed for future air operations. One such organization was the
Air Rescue Service. The Air Rescue Service assummed the responsibil-
ity of continuing survival training facilities for the now separated
United States Air Force. At this time, in order to meet world wide

Air Force requirements, the field training sites were expanded to in- &£

clude Florida, Texas and Labrador.

In 1847 or early 1948 I was temporarily assigned to the
Personnel branch at the Pentagon to assist in designing and writing
a career progression program and examinations for a survival tech-
nician field (MOS 3383). Up until then survival instructors were
carried under a real hodgepodge of career designations, none of which

remotely related to their duty assignment.

The Air Pescue Service assisted ir establishing a survival <
training program at Chunute AFB and also assisted in the establishment
of the survival school for the ARC Wing at McCall, Idaho. (The ARC
Wing organization was first formed within the Air Rescue Headquarters)
When SAC first held curricula conferences for the school at Camp
Carson I attended such conference at the Broadmoor Hotel near Camp
Carson so am quite familiar with the events leading up to and follow-

ing the initiation of the SAC school.

Sometime after the SAC school was implemented discussions
were held in Washington regarding the practicality of merging the
survival phase of training of the Air Rescue Service, the Arctic
Survival School in Alaska as well as the SAC school into a single
school under the Air Training Command. This later resulted in the
Stead AFB location which SAC personnel were instrumental in selecting.

A word in passing as to why the SAC school was established
even though approved survival training facilities already existed
in the Air Force which could have been expanded to incorporate the
SAC requirement should SAC have desired such. (Though this is my pers-
sonal opinion and probably should not appear in the history you are
writing, I believe my explanation willmake the reasoning obvious.)
General LeMay desired SAC to be self-sufficient (rightly or wrongly
dcesn’t really matter at this point)regarding several support facil-
ities. At that time the Air Force had a large transport capability
known as the Air Transport Command, later changed to MATS. SAC
attempted to establish their own in-house air transport facilities.
Although the Air Rescue Service had rescue responsibilities for -the
entire Air Force, SAC attempted to establish their own rescue service
by persuading the 10th Rescue Organization in Alaska to form the

nucleus of such an organization. Bernt Balkin, the C.0. of the Alaska
organization deferred to the Air Rescue Service. SAC endeavors at
establishing these duplicate facilities all failed except for the

the survival school.Under this self-sufficiency approach it should be
obvious why the SAC school was established and also obvious why at a
later date the Air Force directed the merger or the schools for
practical and economic reasons, rather than a desire by SAC to expand

into a larger field training area.




With the establishment of the school at Stead AFB, SAC inst-
ructors and staff were transfered to Stead. Shortly after this move
several ARS instructors were assigned to Stead AFB. ARS retained
some of their survival instructors inorder to train pararescue and
land rescue team members. Between 1952 and 1956 I again lost contact
with survival training activities as I was on loan to the American
Museum of Natural History to do exploration work for them in Thailand.

Following this assignment I joined the staff at Stead AFB.

As you can see some of my date.recollections are hazy, how-

ever the following individuals may be able to provide more specific
dates regarding the events I’'ve related above.

Donald Flickinger (Retired USAF General. First survival
school was under his command) .
Richard T. Kight (Retired USAF General. Was C.0. of the ARS

when survival training roespeoncibilities were vested

in the Air Rescue Service after WWII) .

Ennis Taylor (ARC Wing survival training program in Idaho).

Burton Miller (SAC school staff member) .
Richard Howard (Presently Professor in Harvard Univ. Botony

department) .
e

ROBERT W. WEAVERey
. 1910 36TH ST.
MISSOULA, MT. 59801




Charles W. Hoell Jr. Jurme 22,1993
P.C.Box 162
Astoria, UOr. 27103-0162

Dear Charlie;

I've been digging into the past regarding paradarescue activities
about as far as possible in the Miscoula area. Earl Cooley and another
friend of mine, Jack Demmons have helpned considerzbly in resurrecting
data. Jack is stili looking for wmore information and 1f he comes up
with anything usefull I’1l) forward it to you. The enclosed articles
may provide some background info.

Perhaps to summarize historic pararescue activities, and place
them in groper context, I might suggest the following three nshases of
pararescue operations be considered;

PHASE 1

Pararescue activities from 1943 to 1946 cons.sted of, and met,
several widely zcattered reguirements not predicted or prepared
for prior to WW 1l. In some instances, such as Dr. Marten and
Dr. Little ¢ the U.S5. Army such pararescue facilities consisted
of individual efforts. In other instances such as the J.S. Coact
Guard, the Second Air Force Search and Rescue Section and the
Ketchikan Alaska unit pararescue teams were employed with no
coordination other than that within their own individual unit.
Techniques were varied between these activities ans were based
mainly on trial and error experiences horn of necessity. This
same type of uncoordinated acuvivity was common to all search and
rescue theater units, most of whom had no pararescue facilities.
(This enciuded the China,Burma,India Search and Rescue Squadron
of which I was a member). The one common factor throughout most
pararescue activities prior to 1948 was the assistance provided
by the U.S5.Forest Service Smoke Jumps Center in the way of tree
Jjump training, protective clothing and the steerable parachute,
the Derry Slotted Chute.

PHASE 2

Immediately following WW 2 the Army Air Cors concluded that a
world-wide Air Rescue Service was required to support military
operations as well as assist in civialian airlines rescue oper-
ations, with a central control or headquarters to provide stand-
ardization in equipment, aircraft, techniques, policy, personnel,
etc. The Air Rescue Service was then established under the Air
Transport Command. The initial organization included provisions
for pararescue, land rescue teams as well as medical and survival
training facilities. The training and equiping of pararescue
teams as well as the team composition to enclude a paradoctor was
all based upon the lessons learned from the many individual
units’ experiences during WW 2. This all provided for the first
time in the history of the U.S. Miiitary a centrally controlled



pararescue operational capability for world-wide wmilitary support
The Air Rescue Service alzo provided the following pararescue

facilities:

1.Career preogressiorn for paraveccue personnel.
2.S5tandardized training and equipment.
3.Research and testing tacilitiss to advance operations.

4.Etc.
PHASE 3
Combat pararescus capabilities in addition to most of phase 2
facilities with the excepition of a central operational conirol
headquarters hut with a scheol te maintain standardization and
coordination of operational reguirements.

For the time being, this is aboul the besti 1 can do Charlie.
Don't hesitate to coniact me cnoeuld you have any additional questions.

HBest Regards,

et
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