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Parachute—A Friend in Need
»Erwin H. Nicuors

Master Sergeant, Chanute Field, Rantoul, HI.

HERI are three types of parachutes: Attached, With the pack on his person, the aviator may jump fron,
Soaring and Free. Parachutes are called “Attached”  cither side, or in any manner he may choose, and as the
when the container, or pack carrier, is fastened to the other objections, mentioned above, are overcome by the
fuselage of an airplane, basket of a balloon or car of an  free type. it was adopted for airplane use by the U, S,
airship. A life line leads from the harness of the jumper  Army Air Service.
to the shroud lines of the chute; the mouth of the con-

tainer is closed with siring, strong enough to hold the ANY objections had to be overcome, however, and it
chute in place but breaking with the weight of the jumper has taken more thanfour years, since successful jumps
as he drops away, allowing the chute to run freely into the  were made with the free type chute; to get the aviators
air. - of the Army Air Service to sit on them. And more tinye

The Soaring Tvpe: With the theory in mind that the  will pass before all these men become thoroughly contident
jumper must surely be blown into the tail of a fast moving  in them and acquainted with their possibilities.
plane. several designers worked on a plan to throw him Some of the carly objections were, that a falling man
above and over the tail planes. Actual jumping Lkas  had no control of mind or musecle and would be unable
exploded this theory, and development of this type has  to pull the manually operated rip cord. It is told of

been discontinued. Rodnoy Lay, who made a jump at Kelly Field, in 1917,
The Free Type: In the from the wing of a Jenny,

using an old balloon chute
merely rolled up and carried
under his arm, that he com-
plained of falling so fast
that air friction burned his
face before his chuteopened.
We have all heard it said
of a workman, falling from
a high scaflold, that “He
was dead before he hit the
ground!”

These theorieshave been

free type the entire harness
and pack is on the jumper.
and the rip cord is manually
operated.

During the last year of
the war, the necessity of
using parachutes to escape
from damaged airplanes
became generally conceded.
The Technical Division. at
MeCook Field. to whom
belongs the credit for the
present packs used by the
U. S. Army Air Service,
began extensive experiments
with American, as well as
Allied and German para-
chutes.

exploded. 1t has been de-
monstrated that @ man can
fall at great speed, with full
control of his faculties, and
if there is any difliculty in
breathing, none of the jump-
ers has said anything about
it. One man delayed pulling
hix rip cord for six scconds,

It soon became evident
that the attached type for
airplanes was not satisfact- . h ol - ..
ory, for the following rea- ’ V e =0 just to get and give a thrill.
sons: It requires special N - /— -, ‘ He gave it!
provision in the airplane Cificial Photograpl Arms Air Service ' h T More  than  objections
for carrying the chute. The had to be overcome; struct-
life line can come to the ural weaknesses had to be
aviator's harness on  one discovered and eliminuted.

Sergeani Clarey, standiny inside the torn parachule with
whiel a safe landing was made. Pulling Jiis ripvord

. before fumping. the chude caughl in collers of the stali- .

side of the plane only. and /i . A . Ahmost none of the para-
: tzer brace and Al Lear vecurered s s oweigbd pulled i

Sreeo Vudhor al 1eit.

it ix considered  practicalls chutes. thennvailuble, were

impossible o get out of u ~trong enough to withstand
ship on the outside of a spin. In case of a vertical nose the shock of opening ot high speeds. This was especially
dive with the wings gone. it is possible for the fuselage to frue of the aitached types. which had prinarily  been
attain greater speed than would o man, making it im- designed for Falloon jumping, They were, and are, for
possible for him to break the chute free fronits container.  the anost part, built of cotton fabric with shroud lines
There is also the chance of the long life line fouling on made from clothes line.  The balloonist junips from a
<ome part of the plane. standing starto white ot o speed of 130 miles an hour the
This Tast objection was well bronght ont in a demon- aieplane jumper has an imitial momentam of 220 feetl a
stration of “Guardian Angel” designed by the B O Gecond.
Caltheop Company. Enghand. ot MceCook Field, during It was ~oon recounized thaet provision must be made to

the fall of 1919, Lieut. R. A Caldwell, RF.CoLowis tuhe care of the shock of cgening at high speed. and o
Killed beeanse of the fatlure of Lis e Hoe, whon it caue hi Prpoe vl s dhied ol b Tl e,

on the rocker arm of the elevator control eables of oo 1Y, 1L Phe fest poocin b aopbane ™o bde had a0 i b vend
airplane, causing a free deop of ~everal hundred fect. This s cut took the torm of a chimey . the top af which was
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" o otoscihier with <hochabeorber rubbers aftor the
, vish of i 1o openine oot passed theonch o THhis

Fore was constructed of Thabuatai

Looned diness abso sitk-braided. with twisted cores.

chapaneses Nitke with o
The

Brond Hes had o breaking strength of 250 pounds cuch,

\ T the advent of this chutel prrachute training was

started at the Air Service Mechanies School, then
pented ot Relly Field. carly in 19200 Severa] classes of
aiticers aned endisted men took the course and made jumps,

Thoueh perfectly safe for jumping this chute was de-
Soned axa back pack, and its bulkiness made it <o in-
copventent for the aviator that he could not be induced
yowear it in eecolar flights, With this serious objection

wind. the Faperimental Departient began working
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of o barrel tolls while teating o nenaphane equipped with
Faeat, 1 1 Haeeis found the -
mination ripping off at the wing tips,

Parinatod wored wine -
He started for o
landing tield. but traveled only w <hort distance when the

entire lamination began leaving,  The Hentennant fook
to his parachute. lunding safely in a grape arbour. [Lient.

Harri< has told this story in the March issue of UL =
A SErviceE=<.— Fd. Noged

In January, 1923, parachute training began in carnest
at the \ir Service Technical Scehool. Chanute Field, 1L
And a short time after the wraduoatinon of the first elass an
order was issued by the Chief of Vi Service requiring ol
aviators 1o wear them.

About fifty enlisted men have been graduated as par-
this their

achute rigeers vear, finishing course with

il photo Army Air Service
Viaelin Bomber used for {raining parachule jumpers.

s e

(WS

Tws men are being “lifted off* the lower wing, while the
7 f N

third is ready for a straightaway dive from the rear cockpil; tws others have dropped from the bomb bay,

making five in the air al once.

w1 new lines, the result of which is a service seat pack to
b worn by the pilot and a lap pack for use by photo-
¥raphers and machine gunners.

Changes in the design of the chute were worked out.
b wins found that a less closely woven silk was more
“thiclent and gave a slower rate of descent. A saving in
H‘rvl'v_-rirxl could be made by cutting the silk at an angle
“f 15 degrees with the radius of the polygon. This bias
""ll‘?ftllc-ti<)n stops rips in the fabric by deflecting them
‘i inner pannel scams.  Strength has been increased
Tiiun extent that there was not a single failure of

one of the latest parachutes, tested recently, at a
© retical speed of 430 miles an hour. This chute was
;’j'“l'lv-.d from a Martin Bomber at an altitude of 18,000
1. with the use of a time fuse for pulling the rip cord.

4] he new service packs eliminate much of the incon-
rontincee of the former types, and parachutes began to be
®orn by the test pilots at McCook Field. Coming out

carnival of jumping. Extreme care must be taken with
the folding and maintenance of the chute; misplacing of a
pannel may cause it to open in two lobes and greatly
hasten its descent. Only the most painstaking men are
picked for the course of instruction.

One class of fifteen officers also finished this course;
they proved to be an enthusiastic class and every man
made a cockpit jump. These officers came from every
Field in the United States and have charge of the para-
chutes at their various stations, in addition to their other
duties.

It has been found that a big rip in one or more panels
does not materially hasten the descent. In most cases it
really scems to slow it up. Oscillation stops altogether,
preventing the air from spilling out of the bottom of the
skirt. By exhausting through the tear, undisturbed
air s picked up and it is thought that this gives added
resistance.
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FOR training jumps, two chutes are attached to the

harness in such manner that one is on the jumper’s
back and the other in reserve on his chest. But in all the
jumps made at this station, there has never been a failure
of the first chute to function. The second chute is fre-
quently released for the purpose of relieving the jumper
of its weight in landing. Supported by the main chute,
descent is slow, and lacking a rush of air the reserve may
not open. More frequently it does, and in this case
the chutes are crowded apart by the spill from the base
of the skirts, to an angle of about 45 degrees. Due to this
spill, the rate of descent is not greatly lessened.

When jumping was first started at this school, it was
feared that in some cases fright or momentary lapse of
consciousness might prevent the jumper from pulling his
rip cord. With this idea in mind, a scheme was devised
to pull him off a platform attached to the upper wings
of a D. . Gaining the proper altitude, the pilot signals
to pull the rip cord and kicks the tail over with the rudder,
so the way may be clear in the rear. The chute is par-
tially open before the jumper leaves the wing. After
making a “pull off,” the student is allowed to step off the
side of the fuselage.

More than 360 jumps have proved that there is little
cause to worry over inability to pull the rip cord. It scems
natural for a falling man to grab and hang on to the first
thing available, and the rip cord is handily placed.

After making several jumps and gaining confidence, it
is found that the student had rather leave in a headlong
dive from the cockpit. This method of getting away from
the ship scems to be a good one, for it can be quickly
accomplished. Except the rip cord be pulled before
actually leaving the ship, there is not the slightest chance

of being blown into the tail planes, for the jumper has all ~

the forward speed of the ship, and though his descent
starts immediately, the sensation is that of going ahead,
rather than that of falling. The rip cord muy be pulled®
instantly after the jump is made.

In many jumps at this station, the chute has been
fully open and supporting the jumper within 33 feet below
the plane. The latest type chutes, freshly packed, will
open in three-fifths of a sccond, at speeds approximating
100 miles an hour. And because of the speed the chute
frequently opens parallel to the line of flight of the ship,
but of course under it.

NCE in the air and sitting pretty, the first thing to do is
look down and see what you are over. By pulling
down on the shroud lines on one side, air is spilled from
the skirt on the other; the chute will slip to the side

on which the lines are being pulied. Thos it i< possible
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to miss obstacles on the ground. Tt is estimated the
chute may be side slipped 20 feet in a hundred feet (.
scent. Side slipping hastens the descent and should 1.
discontinued when close to the ground.

It is safest to land with the wind on the back—muasy
sprained ankles are caused by landing side-ways—and 11,
chute can be turned around by grasping the harness risers
in each hand, throwing the body to one side, as if one W
in a swing. When there is little wind, an easy landing
can be made by pulling down on the risers at the momen:
of landing. The legs must be kept close together, and
limp; no effort being made to take it standing up. Shoulg
the wind be blowing in exeess of 20 miles an hour, it ma,
he advisable to extend the feet straight ahead and slide i;]
on the heels. -

In an ordinary wind, a drag on the ground may be pre-
vented by catching one shorud line and pulling in on it
until the chute is spilled. However, if the wind is strong,
it may be advisable to unsnap the chest and leg straps
before reaching the ground. Once on the ground it i
easy to get out of the harness with these snaps released.

The question arises as to what altitude the aviato-
might jump with the reasonable assurance that the chute
would open in time to save life, it being understood, of
course, that no one would care to jump at low altitude,
except in case of emergency.

Speed of the ship and rapidity in pulling the rip cord
are the big factors. Confidence, which only contes with
knowledge of the chute and jumping experience, are con-
sidered essential for saving of life, at altitudes helow 100
feet. Successful tests have been made with
at high speed, at 50 feet.

While not advising the pulling of the rip cord while
standing in the cockpit, it has been done in two cases,
and both men are living to tell about it.

In attempting an altitude record j
Field, e i R S -
accidentally pulled while climbing out of the cockpit.
He was pulled through the tail, taking with him the
rudder, the balanced nose of which caught in his harness.
His left arm was injured but he made a safe, though un-
concious, landing.  His arm got welll

Sergeant William Clarey, standing in the step on the
side of the fuselage, pulled his rip cord before actually
jumping. In opening, the skirt bellowed in between the
brace and the stabilizer, catching on cotter keys and ripping
two panels wide open.
in the damaged chuie.

welghts,

at \I(;(Iook
i E was

A perfectly safe descent was made

It is not claimed the parachute is a cure for all the ilts of

the airplance, but many of thowe Killed in adrplane aceident

cosilid fave been snved by givin: the chute o chance,




fied the requirements for an aviator’s
certificate. When that fact wasreported
to Washington, Lt. Lahm received a
rebuke that matter-of-factly stated, “It
is not the policy of the War Depart-
ment t@ train enlisted men in flying . .
.very few ... are qualified to observe
military operations or render accurate
and intelligent reports of what they
see...”

Vernon Burge was the first of more
than 3,000 young enlisted airmen to
earn their pilot’s wings in the three
decades that followed. And, in order
to deal with the dilemma, the War
Department wrote and rewrote the
policies in an attempt to define who
was eligible for flight training, the cri-
teria for aviation pilots, and what kind
of aircraft or cargo they could and
could not transport.

On the more personal level, these
young aviators directed the energies
of engines lashed to fabric-covered
spruce struts held together by bailing
wire and piloted by guts. Getting up
was one thing, the time aloft was the
treat, but they frequently wondered if
the damn thing would hold together
when they landed.

Then, inthe yearsbetween the world
wars, a diversity of problems arose.
Economic times were tough. It was a
period of national uncertainty, and
military programs came under severe
scrutiny from an anxious Congress.
The uniformed services were cut, air-
planes were simply notavailable, spare
partsinventories were not maintained,
fuel was hard to come by, and aviation
slots were reserved for the commis-
sioned officers.

Despite the difficulties of the
“roaring "20s” and the depression of
the 1930s, aircraft were modified and
used as ambulances and rescue ve-
hicles. In response to the Air Mail con-
tractors strike, the United States Army
Air Corps’ enlisted pilots flew the
missions and delivered the mail. When
the Alaskan-Canadianterritory and the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
were photographed and mapped, en-
listed pilots were in command of some
of the aircraft.

These young men were bound by
one single purpose — they wanted to
fly. Willingly, they performed the host
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of mundane garrison duties as they
anxiously awaited their turn in the
cockpit.

The stories, their exploits and their
accomplishments are legion. These
young pilots were — in the modern
venacular, free spirits — with ice wa-
ter in their veins and a devil-may-care
attitude. Yet, their abilities as pilots
were unmistakable. They were good.
Damn good.

Within the ranks, they were heroes.
They composed the few who wore the
wings of an Army Aviator. And, if |
had to pick a favorite personality in
enlisted aviation, it would almost cer-
tainly have to be Sergeant Raymond
“Uncle Chew” Stockwell. He was a
huge walrus of a man with a neatly
trimmed beard, a booming voice and
piercing blue eyes. He was an aerial
photographer and one of the most
skilled pilots to ever operate on the
Alaskan frontier. His work as pilotand
photographer graced the pages of Na-
tional Geographic Magazine and en-
abled the mapping of the Alaskan-
Canadlan nghway

He was a man who definitely took

some getting used to. His physical
presence was intimidating and his ap-
pearance often did not fit the military
“mold.” Stockwell took particular
pridein hismustacheandbear -
he frequently described as ”vilén hair”
— it had never known a razoW
serving on the Alaskan frontier, he
once encountered an astounded com-
mander from the spit-and-polish
stateside Army. The impeccably uni-
formed officer pointed to the NCO's
beard and asked, “What's THAT?”
Uncle Chew responded rather factu-
ally: “It’s hair, sir. It grows there!”

Chew was also a gifted instructor
pilot who maintained a possessive
approach to his planes and his pupils.
But, then, it took a dedicated sort of
student to fly second seat in an open
cockpit biplane with Uncle Chew —
given the multitude of brown streaks
of tobacco juice that adorned the fuse-
lage from cockpit to vertical stabilizer!

Master Sergeant Ralph Bottreill
possessed a different sort of commit-
ment. He was one of the Army’s pio-

Prwate Vernon L. Burge, at the txme, and six other recruits, vqunteered for "balloon duty"” with
the newly created Signal Corps Aeronautical Division in August 1907. (Photo courtesy of Marjorie

Burge Waters).

N
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PILOT LEGACY

neers in parachute jumping. Atage 24,
Bottreill had some 700 to 800 jumps to
his credit either from balloons — he
started atage 16 —oraeroplanes. Then
in 1919, he jumped successfully from
an aircraft in flight, employing a para-
chute with a D Ring and a ripcord
device for the first time. The D Ring
and the ripcord were his inventions
and enabled endangered aviators the
ability to exit an aircraft with some
added measure of safety. His exploits
and hisnear-brushes with death caused
many an anxious moment and earned
him a Distinguished Flying Cross in
1933.

Then in 1941, Congress half-
heartedly funded PublicLaw 99, which
provided some conditional training
possibilities and gave “. . . enlisted
flying students the title of Aviation

L4

Sergeant Ralph W. Bottriell, stan

e

ding beside a DH-4, displays the parachute "D" ring he des

Students.” Graduates of the program
“...were awarded the rating of pilot
and warranted as a staff sergeant.”
By that time, too, much of Europe
was teetering on the brink of, or im-
mersed in, World War II. American
public opinion was divided on the
subject of whether or not to be aggres-
sively involved in those hostilities.
Within the uniformed ranks of the
Army Air Corps, many enlisted men
sought the coveted slots for flight
school. Some prospectiveaviators were
impatient and doubted if they would
ever receive one of the coveted avia-
tion appointments in the Army Air
Corps. Rather than wait, they crossed
the border and joined the Canadian
Royal AirForces. There, the candidates
“enjoyed” the rigors of the Canadian
flight training program, and the
graduates earned the inverted chev-
rons of our ally. Many of those who
earned the Canadian wings were then
transferred to England and a number
fought to repulse the German
Luftwaffeinthe Battle of Britain, While
some did not survive, many others
ultimately transferred back to the
United States Army Air Corps follow-

: " '.4- >'. \ T

igned. The "D" ring enabled the jumper to open the

ing the Japanese attack on Pearl Ha
bor. In fact, there were at least 145 sta
sergeant pilots who transferred bac
to American service. They had th
unique distinction of wearing the pilot
wings of two nations.

In the earliest months of World Wa
II, sergeant pilots did all that they wer
supposed to do and more. They prc
vided a core of experience that coul
— and did — serve as a foundation t
build the Army Air Forces. They wer
proven pilots of experience and lon
gevity. They had indeed been arounc
Those pilots with chevrons winge
their way to the various forays aroun
the world in command of fighter ai1
craft, transports and bombers. The
served with bravery, honor and dis
tinction. Yet, official Washington stil
did not know how to cope with th
concept that enlisted men could actu
ally be trusted with aircraft. To putai
end to the dilemma once and for all
they called for new legislation.

In late 1942, Congress enacted th
Flight Officer Act — Public Law 65¢
As aresult, “. .. those sergeant pilot
produced by the Staff Sergeant Pilo
Program were promoted to flight of

s

D, s »~

parachuteat his own discretion. In 1933, Bottriell was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in recognition of his part in the development and testing

of parachutes. (USAF Museum photo).
12
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AETIRENCST OF A PIONZER PARACIHUTE JUMPER Y
: . Ao 2
Master Sergeant Ralph W. Bottriell, | icCook Field, Dayton, Opiq, Seognanl
world famous Air Corps parachute . Bottriell mede the firet Jun 50 b o=
sioneer. retired Lwnrch Jdlst at Kelly forinzd by Awmy personncl wiln i len sl
ield, Texas, pursuant to orders from ly operated, free type poruachule. w8
The Adjutant General. The veteran para-; this time, parachute Jung.ins ol any
chute expert ond daredevil junmper ter- | kind was extremely hazzrcous. In o lve

minated
Alr Jorrs oSfter more than 500 daring
parachuic lzaps.

S¢recnt Fottriell is undoubtedly the*
"dean'" 37 2ll parachute jumpers, be-

fdes todne tne leading perachute tech-
the Air Corps.” He made most
s at a time wnen flying it~
Mmsiderea oxtremely hazardous
ate jumping dovmright danger-
ntering the service, Sergeant
1¢ll xdertook the dering mission

&

£, that parachutes could bo re-
.-on.  He ropcatedly jeopardizeld
iie to thic end.
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ot-air balloon when only 16
oI oge, on the fourth of July,
bslere o carnivel in Nashville,
Zis was when the wright '
Zers! airplene was still only a
“nz Sergesnt, then only a boy,
vith iis 'chute attached below
Once in the air, he had
.eans to recwin safely to terr
t to cut himself loocse vhen
the desired altitude.
joined the Service some
ater, hs was already a fo-
acmate jumper, having mere than
i leuns to his creditb.

u ending Jump was on May
319, at lLcCook Field, Onio, vhen
was the first Avay man to jump vith
rgounzly onerated free type para-

e vnica he himself developed. This
the Tirst 'chute that could be
nered cfter the jumoer had cleared the
clzn2, was the direct forerumaer of

the molarn parachute used in the Ain
Jormos todny
Ser;eant Bottriell .realizea the haz-
ds of thie cld attached-type parachute,
ich vas fectened to the plane ana
z. wach the jumoer left the shig
te possible for the shrouds
~led in the tail section
n 1619, after years of
I'ree~type paracimte was com-
2L and wes ready for tine biy; test.
v otals jwap and the many others
ade Dcrfccting this paractute,
e vl aerded the Distinguished Flying
vross on July 1, 1983, with the follow-
~ng etlaticn:
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:u1ishing confidence in parachutes: el Flying Cross, Brigadi z o
sreving Lo the world, especially | Henry C. Pratt, then Chief of th: Air

|

3ottriell made his first jump| ed in.securing for the Air Co:

I Arni

of this, Sergecnt Bottricll roperbolly
jeopardized his life whilc maiiing n.ora-
chute test Jumps from airvicncs flying
at various altitudes to perfect this
arachute. By his untiring eifort,
‘earlessness, ond disregerce of por._inz2l
donger, Sergeant Bottriell aiced meie
iadly in provinf the free-type vare.
e

not only possib
plane use."

In recommending Master Scrizent Eot-
triell for the award of the CZictinzui
ier Genzral

Dad

Corps Materiel Division, statea that
"for the valuable scientific cita
which this nonco:missioned officer:aid-
s, IOr
his bravery, skill and splerndid suirit
shown in volunteering for such woriz,

it is felt he exemplified the fincst
Army traditions and is deserving o the
nignest praise. The success of the
parachute and the nunber of lives
it nas sayved is tae most potent Dreor
of the value of his work," and, Turth
"Sergeont Bottriell's service..... :
been honoratle and ne has ever thro.
his efficiency, loyalty, sizill, =2na
manly conduct been a credit to the Air
Corps of the Army. Such work as his
raises the standard of work ana iorzle
tnroughout the service and is conmer-
able to the fines% acts of bravery
during time of war."

Sergeant Bottriell's most spectamuor
Jurp was in 1320, when he was attsmnt-
liag to establisn a record for a high
altitude descent. After clizbing to
20,600 feet, which was the :
ing or nis plane, he was pregaring to
Jump when his fciute opened »rematurely
and drzgzged him through the %ail sec~
tior into space. He was rendered un-
conscious b{ the blow, and his left arm
was nezrly torn off. A pancl in his
Pa;achute was badly torn, but the

chute lowered him to eartn :lowly
enough so that luckily he re:ainec con-
sciousness in ample time to Cpen his
second safety 'chute. The totcl
descent required 22 minutes, during
vhich time he very nearly vl:=d to death
from his wounds. ~With th: levators,
Muader, vervical and horizvoatal stabil-

Fal ol
-
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N
. peim
cma

but practicel for rir-

cna

dcm ceil-

1zcrs of his plene proctically demolisa-

ed, and witih no parachute, since Ser-

fcr hercism wpile articifating in seant Bottriell was wearing the only
cericl fligavs. On May 19, 1919, at wo'chutes available at that time, the
, -15- V-843E, A.C.
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/—————vv- o

]
i



f"l.ot 3 the dawaged plane was in al- Z’
st @ more geriods i ighi thon the
Sepgeantt  Foevtunalely, tiie pilot mer -]
ed {e lond his planc sefely and vas W
L1 ured
Ris hewrl;/ fatal z.u’:’c;uox:t did not

restreun Sengeant Pettricll in the

Teast, o5 18 Do \mLt cd. As soon
at > vt ol ‘.i:, ugt ho made o lonv
o Lhoromwe oul the Uaited St =t , da-

onstraling, b w\x_l ;ups the ncu
shrieicte.  Thus, in 19226,

32 nic last Jump ai Brool:s
antonio, Tc.- as, ne had accom-
fivion. e had develeped
aube and D" COnl")] ete disre-
o so_fet" ned built up

PLI +
A2
v

2 Dalely tnrout_)ﬂout the world,
i ovira eillz. Without this
comilence. ‘\b par aciute would be
velacless, Zor no pilot vould drre”do
raly on 1,.
a3y ottriell joined the Avmy in
e : n* in the Cavulv‘y In
7 he _odined t‘le Air Service at Kelly |
—ield, Iexes.  de aas served at Erooks
“d, Iyanss .":...Coo Jicld, Chio; and
the *rilicnines, bat .(eilv Field
las Sc:‘;‘-:.r holiriell as its own. |
veev it owir sorvice at Kelly Field,
o s Sirat Jozp frow an airplane at
¢ figld, and nas baen in chaige of

3 onerLiulie dzuartment of the Air
rm Alvoneed Fiying School at }'nlly
& sincc its organization. He has
'1"‘1" 1.1 tructed thousands of grad-
of i Adr Corps Flying Schoo

5 tne perachute. Three-
re oS :113 20 years' service has

o -

[

;l:’ VajCyrt et ” [ da) ’4.!~;
e N
.

3L
Rl Et]

’1:'.:‘)(!1}-1

b

zan in San Atornio. There is hardl
2 tovm in 2. of eastern Texos that has
naU vrichud --oll" rlnld' Sergeant Eot-
trilii coue aom out of the heavens to
~ma in tne midile of the local fair
undt t
'”oL riell's contribution to- !

wird sidegunsiding flying is a most out-,
st=1ding ono. Aviation owes this brave
end ferxrlicss noncoarndissioned ofticer a

D
- ~
2 Dt ol iral
~

itude, tne measure of wkich
illizZtanle. !
S- r,_,vw.b Zottriell's home was formorly;
in Trand d .)‘.ds, iich, He will mal
his *utu.. sidence in Los Angeles,
calif,, ,..Vz, ris mu‘cnts nowvr reolae.
~—-—0(0--
The 7th TSoconmissance S.quadron, France
Tirld, Cunrd Z'a 12, vus well rcpresented on the

sue. The Sauadron Jurnished 3
:lrro forrmtion, and officers
Zleted them, tho 0 m:ucmg the
-g:-. Guy 7. FEix, lst Lts. lenry K.
Ve Weckwitz, 2rd Lts. J.D.Moor-
;rry wrd W.E. Boyd (iAir Res.
u: o1 the fligkt reported a very
LY *r.oz wnil g orost delxghtﬁ;g time as guests
“na Feruvinn Geoverrment. '

r--cex.: fli.n: o I_x’“a Yoru, muntioncd elsa-~
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[Ex McCook F|yer Given
Award for Chute Tests

Master Sergt. Halph W. Bol-
|l|‘|rll. formerdy of wld Melonk Treld
andd Bt present sloliohed at helly
| Fiekd, Tex, has bevn awsrded e
Drislingashed Fiying Urosa of 1h
wiar department for Jus bravery in
performimmg the fiesl [ree pars
clivto Jumip asd Fo
g7 l|'l||.I- ik J.I.I.Hl"- (141 g bR
v iDL t'.!lll‘lrinr'lllql work in the ol
¥elopment of 1he papachiube,

The rcitation of award renl
“On Muy 0, 19499, st Metwos
Field, Davion, 1H, ':ulh", It
iriell made the Tost Tree  juimin L
e performed by army persornel
| with a manually wperoted, free
[ E¥pe parachibi

AL Thet G, pliraelidbe  Juiiikgi
g ol any Kind was considored v
Lremely hovcurdovs,  Ju kgote of 4!
sergl. Boutriell jepeatodly deopu
ibigisd him W, wliily I1u|ll.||.',.; Thal £ 98
chule teat jumps froem sirplanes
[ Fiying at varieus specds aod o
| Wi rious  wlbitudes o |--~:'fu.-1. [ |
parachule,

“"Hy his . untiring effort, (ar
| Tosgnons and disregard of yeoonnl |
danger Sergt. Bottrietl aaded mn
terially i preving the free 1-pe
purachute not only possible bul
| practical for airplane use"’

Sergl. Battnell began his e
iwhute test jumjong under Maj
| K. L. Hoffmun, pressot chur of
the eguipment {jrﬂ.mh. Wright
| Field, and the foremost man in the
[ Uintted States in the develepnsont
of the parachute, while the lutten
wak still at old MeCook Field.

[ In speaking of Sergt Bottred
Maj. Hotfman stuled that he wan
absolutely without fear, and would
make & jump under any condiliwan
for tegt purposes. Maj, Hollvan

N TR T

related one  anstanuce  n which & -

Sergt. Boetiriell had gone I.hl'hu;.:l'li . ) ‘
the tail of & plane, ¢utting his wrm | A i e
peverely. It wus & high albitude | |

jump, and 1 Lthe descent i?-ul.l.ru-li- “_H;L_L'

drifted from over MeCook Field 1o - _

& point on the old Springlhield pike, | SERGT. RALPMH BUTTRIELL
Bottriell had had ro prop his arm | redornd that existed {or 2ome Uime
up mothe mgeEiape o provent Lo In the butter part of 1810 Helol,
much Joss of blooed while coming | Boiiriel]l wi T TR T 0 R 4 B A T Y o
down, but the experience made him | o thie fird army parachula junp

lioaie Lhie lesa duuntleoss. aige bkl IEvs Lick PR Wk i
Herpt. Bottriell made his fest | gt Brooks Pweld, Tex, o B2l
parachute jumpa in 1010 from i =

[ balloon &t various ecounly o
[ Up until 1008 he had made more
thin TOO jumps from ballons. In
| 1920 ho made a safe jump Trom &
plane at an altitude of 20,600 feet,
| establishing a high altitude jump



